FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
In order for you to do this, you would need to monitor air quality in your offices, so I have a few more questions:

1. Who is responsible for monitoring air quality in your offices.

Ventilation systems installed in all office locations are appropriately designed, sized and installed to meet the overall maximum occupancy and by room occupancy volumes. Each system is bespoke designed to the building in which it is installed with full test and commissioning certification. All office accommodation is regularly inspected for compliance in all areas including air quality by the Facilities Management Team. Air quality is investigated whenever there is concern highlighted.

Staff names below that of Head of Service are exempt from release under Section 40(2) of The Act as they are personal data. The Council judges that this personal data is being processed for the purposes of employment and that disclosure to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1– fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified and not incompatible purposes. Therefore, this Information is exempt from release.

2. What is your inspection/monitoring regimen?
All air handling systems are fully serviced and maintained in accordance with manufacturers instructions at 6 monthly intervals to ensure systems continue to fully operate at their design capacity.
3. What targets do you set for C02 / PM2.5 etc?

CO2 levels - 8 hour average of 800 – 1,000 PPM and maximum peak level of 1,500 PPM. 

Systems are designed to reduce general respirable dust (which includes, but is not limited to, PM2.5) in line with HSE EH40 guidance

All air handling units for office accommodation contain high-efficiency particulate air filters which are replaced at every service interval 

4. When was a last air quality audit / inspection done of your facilities?

Daily CO2 monitoring carried out during CV19 pandemic which evidenced that all systems in all office spaces were well ventilated and maintaining CO2 levels well within HSE guidelines. Air quality assessments would be carried out if the maintenance and servicing regime highlighted that the system was not operating at its optimal level or that the system was not functioning as designed.

5. What were the results?

CO2 monitoring evidenced that ventilation in all office accommodation remained well below the World Health Organisations definition for a well ventilated office space and significantly below workplace exposure limits

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
