FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
could you please explain if you still carry out treatments for rat nests in urban areas? It's in a garden not a house, it's also in a neighbour's garden. I have been told that the process for getting it treated is different when it is not in the property of the person making the request, but that you still have legal regulations covering environmental issues that can ensure it is dealt with. Please also provide me with your regulations, both those at national level and your own policy concerning treatment of pests.

Leicester City Council provide a free service for the control of rats for Leicester citizens within the city environs.

Each treatment is treated on a stand alone basis with the Technician making a dynamic risk assessment of the case at hand.

If it is suspected an infestation is occurring from a neighbouring address then it can be referred to both City Wardens and Area Environment Health to investigate as warranted officers.

There are many laws, statutes, acts and guidelines pertaining to the control of pests.

The two main pieces of legislation pertaining to pest control are:-

1. The prevention of damage by pests act 1949

2. Campaign for responsible rodenticide use and stewardship 2015

The prevention of damage by pests act basically makes it the local authorities duty to take such steps as necessary to ensure as far as practicable that their district is kept free from rats and mice. In particular they must keep land owned or occupied by the authority free from rats and mice. 

They are also required to ensure owners and occupiers of land comply with their similar duties under the act.

The campaign for responsible rodenticide use and stewardship scheme was set up to reduce the amount of rodenticide being deployed into the environment and its detrimental effect on apex predators.

It is a hierarchical scheme based first and foremost on seeking environmental solutions to a problem before at the very last deploying rodenticide.

Other legislation that is relevant to pest control are listed below (this is not a total or exhaustive list):-

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

COSHH regulations 2002

Poison Act 1972

Hazardous Waste Guidelines 2014

Animal Welfare Act 2006

Environmental Protection Act 1990

All the above information can be accessed through the government website via:-     https://www.legislation.gov.uk
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
