FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Can you please provide me with the data for school aged children in the year 2023 to answer the questions below broken down by ages:

5-10 (Primary)
11-15/16 years (Secondary) 

For questions 3 and 5, please use the below list to categorise the setting type:

• Mainstream - (This can be academy, Free or LA maintained)
• Grammar School
• Private Independent Mainstream (NOT special)
• Specialist Resource Base/Provision or SEN unit - If so, what is the primary area of need
• Special School (Academy, Free, LA maintained)
• Independent Special School (maintained or non-maintained)
• Pupil Referral Unit (PRU)
• Alternative Provision
• Educated Otherwise than At School (EOTAS) - Section I is blank or states EOTAS
• Electively Home Educated (EHE)
• No placement available
• Other
• Don't know

Please provide the data as detailed above for the following 8 questions:

1. How many children have an EHCP?
2. How many children identified as autistic do not have an EHCP?
3. How many of these EHCPs identify ASD, ASC or Autism as a need or diagnosis? 

4. For the EHCPs that have Autism (ASD/ASC) identified, what is the type of educational setting they attend (type of school named in Section I). 

	Question
	
	Year 1-6
	Year 7-11

	1
	EHCP
	1201
	1287

	2
	Autistic, not EHCP (SEN Support, primary need)
	92
	131

	3
	EHCP, Autistic (total)
	438
	331

	4
	Mainstream
	245
	166

	
	Private independent
	8
	16

	
	Specialist
	0
	1

	
	Special
	180
	138

	
	PRU
	1
	0

	
	Alternative provision
	0
	5

	
	EHE
	1
	0

	
	Other
	2
	3

	
	Unknown
	1
	2


5. For the EHCPs that have Autism (ASD/ASC) identified, how many mention that a child has demand avoidance, identifiable by any of the following terms being used in any section of the EHCP:

○ Demand Avoidance
○ Pathological Demand Avoidance
○ PDA
○ Extreme demand avoidance.
○ Avoids everyday demands or activities

6. For these EHCPs that have demand avoidance mentioned, what is type of educational setting they attend (type of school named in Section I). Please use the above list to categorise setting type
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We do not hold the information requested for questions 5 and 6 in a reportable format.  This information would be in the body of each plan and would require staff to locate, trawl and collate the data from all 769 plans.  The DfE does not have any of the terms for demand avoidance listed below in either the primary or secondary needs that we are required to note.
Demand Avoidance
○ Pathological Demand Avoidance
○ PDA
○ Extreme demand avoidance.
○ Avoids everyday demands or activities

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.


7. Does your LA use the term 'Pathological Demand Avoidance' or 'PDA' or 'autism with a demand avoidant profile' in EHCPs if provided in a professional report?
Yes.

8. If these terms in question 7 are not used, what is the reason for this?

Not applicable.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
