Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: asylum support
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Detailed breakdown of all goods, services, discounts, and benefits provided by the council to illegal migrants, adult asylum seekers, unaccompanied minor asylum seekers, and people granted asylum in each year since 2020.
Answer:

· Illegal migrants - the term "illegal migrant" is unclear – it could be referring to any of the following 5 groups: 

· Entering the UK on a visa and overstaying (including in cases where residence permission is cancelled due to a criminal conviction).

· Entering the UK without authorisation or through deception, such as using forged documents.

· Not leaving the country after an asylum application has been rejected and all rights of appeal exhausted.

· Being born in the UK to parents who are unauthorised migrants, because the UK does not have birthright citizenship.

· Those whose asylum claim has not been assessed yet.

Regardless, the Council does not provide any accommodation / support to any of the above 5 groups. This responsibility lies with the Home Office.
· Adult asylum seekers - the Council does not provide any goods, services, discounts or benefits to this group. It is the Home Office (rather than local authorities) who provide asylum support, including accommodation, to asylum seekers.

· Unaccompanied minor asylum seekers:

· Accommodation (including foster care, children’s homes, supported accommodation)

· Education, training & employment (e.g. ESOL classes, laptops, PPE)

· Living expenses (e.g. clothing allowances, personal allowances in lieu of benefits)

· Free leisure centre membership

· Legal fees

· Language translation & interpretation

People granted asylum – we are unable to provide this information within the cost limit prescribed in the Act.  To explain further, Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, along with locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

"People granted asylum" use many Council services - Education, Highway and Transport, Children Social Care, Adult Social Care, Public Health, Housing e.g. housing options/housing register, cultural related services e.g. museums, libraries. Therefore, every service at the Council would need to review their cost centres across a period of 5 years to confirm the number of "people granted asylum" used their service each year since 2020.
The Council has duly determined that to undertake such an exercise would exceed the limit specified above.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit and no disclosure will be made in this instance. You may wish to refine and resubmit your request so that it reduces the cost to within the 'appropriate limit'.

Figures (where applicable) for how much money was spent by the council on each item in each year since 2020.

As mentioned in Q1, we are only able to provide information for unaccompanied minor asylum seekers. 
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Placement Cost

Education, Employment and Training
Living Expenses

Legal Fees

202021 2021722 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25

£ £ £ £ £

473 - - 32105 41994

390715 530956 1261698 2114901 2162345

1.706 2509 - - 200

23931 61,097 91.299 197.143 222422

- - 14650 3.674 7.881

416,825 594562 1,367,546 2,347,824 2,434,843





Please note that "living expenses" includes - clothing, furniture and equipment, weekly living allowances.
Figures (where applicable) for how many recipients received these items in each year since 2020, broken down by nationality.

    
As mentioned in Q1, we are only able to provide information for unaccompanied minor asylum seekers. 

	Row Labels
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025
	Grand Total

	Afghan
	
	3
	14
	8
	9
	3
	37

	Albanian
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	1

	Chadian
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	1

	Egyptian
	
	
	
	2
	
	
	2

	Eritrean
	1
	
	
	1
	1
	
	3

	Ethiopian
	
	1
	
	
	
	1
	2

	Gambian
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	Iranian
	
	4
	6
	6
	1
	3
	20

	Iraqi
	
	1
	2
	
	
	
	3

	Ivory Coast
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	1

	Kuwait
	
	
	
	
	2
	
	2

	Palestinian
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	2

	Somali
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	Sudanese
	
	
	1
	5
	12
	
	18

	Syrian
	1
	2
	2
	2
	1
	
	8

	Turkish
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	1

	Vietnamese
	
	1
	
	1
	2
	1
	5

	Yemen
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	1

	Grand Total
	2
	12
	28
	25
	31
	13
	111


 

These figures are for new admissions to care.


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
