Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004
Re: housing 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. What are the total number of households in your area? 
Answer:
137,767 households in 2021 as shown in Office for National Statistics tables. 
In 2020, there were 136,303 households – this informed our draft Plan for housing needs.

2.
How many commercial properties within your area are currently empty? 

1,813 business rates rating assessments shown as vacant. 

3.
How many households pay council tax to the authority? 

For the tax base setting for council tax for 2021/22 there were 141,203 total domestic properties, of which 11,565 were exempt (for example student dwellings), leaving 129,638 chargeable properties.
4.
How many households are claiming a single person’s occupancy? 

42,893 properties had single person occupancy.
5.
How many people are on a local authority housing waiting list for housing in your area? 

Leicester City Council does not hold a waiting list, but rather a register of need where individuals have been given reasonable preference based on level of housing need. This therefore is a refusal in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act, the number of people on the housing waiting list is not held.

Total households on the housing register as at 1st June 2021 is 5,642. (The Council have taken ‘people’ to mean households)  

6.
How many people within your area are currently considered to be homeless? 

The Council can only provide information on those that it has an active ‘Relief’ (s189) or ‘Main’ (s193) duty towards under the Housing Act 1996, Part 7, as amended by the Homelessness Reduction Act 2017.  
This figure is below, but it should be acknowledged that this will only be a portion of the total homeless persons in the district as there will be individuals who have not approached the local authority, and individuals who are homeless despite assistance being provided and exhausted.  
Furthermore, we have not included those who are threatened with homelessness, owed the ‘Prevention’ (s195) duty as they do not meet the definition of homeless.  
Again, the Council have taken ‘people’ to mean households.

Total Relief & Main Duties owed as at 1st June 2021 is 494

7.
Over the past 5 years, how many residential properties have been constructed? 

Year                   Units
2016/17              991

2017/18              1,586

2018/19              887

2019/20              1,077

2020/21              657

8.
Over the past 5 years, how much money has the authority received from CIL and Section 106 agreements? 

£15,471,446.52 from 1 April 2016 – 31 March 2021

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
