Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: School admissions fraud
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
For each of the last seven academic or financial years (please use whichever period for which the data is held - and including 2024/2025), please provide the following statistics concerning school admissions or applications fraud:

 

1/ The annual number of investigations into school admissions or application fraud broken down by year and a) primary school and b) secondary school

 

2/ The annual number such investigations where the fraud was proven, broken down by year

 

3/ Please briefly summarise any common reasons for such a determination e.g. renting out a property in the catchment area but not living there, or registering company accounts at a relative’s house within the catchment area but not living there. For clarification, these do not have to be calculated to definitively be the most common reasons. This news article includes common reasons in Kent: https://www.kentonline.co.uk/dartford/news/we-can-t-stop-every-parent-from-lying-to-get-a-school-place-302632/
 

4/ The annual number of places withdrawn because of such fraud, broken down by year

 

5/ The total number of investigations into such fraud which have resulted in prosecution over this entire period. Please list any cases which went to court over this period and any resulting charges

 

Please use the template provided to compile your response. If any of this information is not held, please explain why as this may be referred to in a news article. For those authorities providing data for multiple local authorities, please provide data for all local authorities you represent and break down responses per local authority.

Answer:

Please see information in the attached file.
Where it is stated ‘no data available’, the Council does not hold this information. Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
