FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
As freedom of information please provide a documented ticklist report of what you are marking off against a rented property to myself as I am sure you would agree that there is a schedule that you are meant to be following
Please find enclosed with this response a copy of the Council inspector’s aide memoire for inspecting premises.
Please provide me documented evidence on return of this email that an inspector can go through personal belongings.
The Council inspects premises in accordance with the Housing Act 2004 Section 4 (1) and 4 (4). Under the selective licensing scheme, the Council utilises the powers above and reproduced below and has determined no licence can be issued if there are category one hazards under the Housing Health and Safety Rating System (HHSRS): 

4 Inspections by local housing authorities to see whether category 1 or 2 hazards exist
(1) If a local housing authority consider—
(a) as a result of any matters of which they have become aware in carrying out their duty under section 3, or
(b) for any other reason,
that it would be appropriate for any residential premises in their district to be inspected with a view to determining whether any category 1 or 2 hazard exists on those premises, the authority must arrange for such an inspection to be carried out.
(2) If an official complaint about the condition of any residential premises in the district of a local housing authority is made to the proper officer of the authority, and the circumstances complained of indicate—
(a )that any category 1 or category 2 hazard may exist on those premises, or
(b )that an area in the district should be dealt with as a clearance area,
the proper officer must inspect the premises or area.
(3) In this section “an official complaint” means a complaint in writing made by—
(a) a justice of the peace having jurisdiction in any part of the district, or
(b) the parish or community council for a parish or community within the district.
(4) An inspection of any premises under subsection (1) or (2) —
(a) is to be carried out in accordance with regulations made by the appropriate national authority; and
(b) is to extend to so much of the premises as the local housing authority or proper officer (as the case may be) consider appropriate in the circumstances having regard to any applicable provisions of the regulations.
(5) egulations under subsection (4) may in particular make provision about—
(a)the manner in which, and the extent to which, premises are to be inspected under subsection (1) or (2), and
(b) the manner in which the assessment of hazards is to be carried out.
(6) Where an inspection under subsection (2) has been carried out and the proper officer of a local housing authority is of the opinion—
(a) that a category 1 or 2 hazard exists on any residential premises in the authority’s district, or
(b) that an area in their district should be dealt with as a clearance area,
the officer must, without delay, make a report in writing to the authority which sets out his opinion together with the facts of the case.
(7) authority must consider any report made to them under subsection (6) as soon as possible.
The Council officers conducting inspections all possess a HHSRS competency qualification and have experience of inspecting premises. All officers have been subject to three observation by a fully qualified experienced officer before being allowed to do an inspection on their own. Also consistency exercises and observation of officers is regularly undertaken. The officers work very closely with landlords to address issues within properties and attempt to rectify issues in as short a time as possible to the betterment of tenants. 
In addition, an element of the inspection is undertaken with the tenant to discuss their concerns if any with their accommodation. Council inspectors will open all areas of the property including cupboards to identify whether there are any category one or category two hazards but will not open wardrobes or drawers unless asked to by the tenant to inspect for example mould growth where private items may be. Officers will take multiple photographs in the process of undertaking there inspection but will however will avoid where possible taking photographs where photos or personal information may be observed.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
