FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Can I get your internal review on how you class a tree as important and what to do if it is. Also can I get a review on dangerous trees and hedgerow
You clarified:

When I say important trees I mean trees that have or are in the process of granting a TPO.
Before a tree can be protected it must first be assessed by the local planning authority as being an important landscape feature offering significant amenity to the general public. Under government guidance this assessment takes into account factors such as a tree's visibility to the public, its condition, age and remaining life-expectancy, its function within the landscape (such as screening development or industry), its wildlife or historic value and, ultimately, its importance to the local environment. Public access to a tree or trees is not a relevant factor for consideration. Trees usually need to be under an immediate or foreseeable threat to warrant protection. Overall government advice directs that if a tree's loss or removal would have a significant impact on the local landscape then the tree warrants protection.

Dangerous trees can include anything blocking public way and/or on private property and is causing a nuisance to the public.
The Councils tree officers carry out cyclical tree surveys inspections, these surveys highlight any concerns that the officer may have with the tree, if perceived as dangerous or causing a nuisance a program of works is created to remedy or remove any concerns. Information on possible issues with trees is also submitted to the Councils Trees and Woodlands team through the Councils enquiry system, these are assessed and resolved through the same process.

Also are all hedgerows classed as important?
Not all hedgerows are classed as important, but for all hedgerows It is an offence under Section 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act of 1981 to intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built, or to intentionally kill, injure or take chicks or adults, or intentionally take or destroy any eggs.

The Hedgerow Regulations (1997) came into force on the 01 June 1997 under section 97 of the Environment Act 1995. They were introduced to protect important hedgerows in the countryside (and urban areas) by requiring a notification procedure to take place before any works can be carried out. Although it should be noted that garden hedges are not affected by these regulations.

Can I also get copies of any standard letters you will send out when TPO is granted

Below is the standard wording when a TPO is granted:

The Council made the above tree preservation order, and sent you a copy.

We have considered whether or not the order should be confirmed (or, in other words, be made permanent). No objections were made about the order and on «Confirmation_Date» the Council decided to confirm the order without modifications. A certificate of confirmation is enclosed.

The order was confirmed because the trees are of positive amenity value.  For more information about our decision please contact me.

The order is now permanent. An application can be made at any time to cut down or carry out works to the tree protected by the order. Application forms and guidance notes are available on the City Council’s website at www.leicester.gov.uk/planning or at this office.

If you disagree with our decision you can challenge it by applying to the High Court under sections 284 and 288 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. You can apply to the High Court if you believe:

(1) the order is not within the powers of the Town and Country Planning Act; or

(2) the requirements of the Act or Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012 have not been met.

You must apply to the High Court within six weeks of the date of our decision.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
