Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Selective Licensing Scheme
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

 

1. A copy of the financial template including a breakdown of costs that led to the council arriving at a licensing fee of £1090.00 a property.

Answer:

Please see attached file


2. Please can you provide information on the number of property inspections the council conducted under Part 1 of the 2004 Housing Act in the designated areas of Selective Licensing between October 2018 and September 2022.

To provide the requested details would require a manual search through all property inspections and this exercise would exceed the statutory cost limit prescribed in the Freedom of Information Act.

To explain further, Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, along with locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The Council has duly determined that to undertake such an exercise would exceed the limit specified above.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under Section 17(1) of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of Section 12(1) of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit and no disclosure will be made in this instance.

The Council can provide the number of inspections across the City.  

During the requested timescale 1,478 inspections were carried out across the City.

3. Please can you provide a breakdown on the number of improvement notices, CPN’s, and Cat 1 hazards these inspections triggered and uncovered during the period of October 2018 and September 2022. 

57 Improvement Notices were issued during the requested timescale.
74 Final Notice to Issue a Civil Penalty notice were issued during the requested timescale.

4. How many of the 56 CPN’s issued by Leicester City Council 12 months prior to the selective licensing scheme commencing were enforced and how much revenue was received by the council. Please provide a breakdown by category.

In the 12 months prior to the selective licensing schemes commencing, 72 Final Notices to Issue a Civil Penalty were issued.  8 were withdrawn, 2 are being appealed.  
Total value of Civil Penalties issued £186,538.20.

5. How many of the 74 landlords issued with a prohibition notice in 2021, failed to comply with their notices and therefore were issued with a banning order.

Of the Prohibition Notices issued in 2021 a number are subject to investigation to confirm compliance.   
Any successful prosecutions will be subject to consideration for applying for a banning order.  

6. How many complaints did the council receive about properties in the designated licensing areas to do with property disrepair and anti -social behaviour between October 2018 and September 2022. Please can you provide the complaints by category.

As above in Q2, this would require a manual trawl of all complaints and this exercise would exceed the cost limit.  This information is therefore exempt as Section 12(1) applies.

It is however possible to provide the number of complaints to do with property disrepair and antisocial behaviour.  3,293 for disrepair and 9,306 for ASB.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
