Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: domestic abuse, infants in care
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

○ 1. Could you please provide the number of infants aged 0-2 who entered care in the local authority in 2021, 2022, and 2023?

Answer:

2021 - 59 
2022 - 72 
2023 - 61

○ 2. How many infants (0-2 years AND unborn babies) were referred to children's services with domestic abuse identified as:
a) the primary factor, or
b) a contributing factor

□ in 2021, 2022, and 2023? 

2021 - 266 
2022 - 283 
2023 - 274
To separate out the numbers into the a and b categories would exceed the statutory cost limit prescribed in the Freedom of Information Act. Unfortunately, the system used does not allow for the reporting of the data asked for easily and would need manual inspection.  At 10 minutes per case file, it is estimated it will take well over 137 hours. 

To explain further, Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, along with locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The Council has duly determined that to undertake such an exercise would exceed the limit specified above.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit. 
You may wish to refine and resubmit your request so that it reduces the cost to within the 'appropriate limit'.

○ 3. How many infants (0-2 years) entered care due to domestic abuse being:
a) the primary factor, or
b) a contributing factor
□ in 2021, 2022, and 2023?

2021 - 15 
2022 - 56 
2023 - 15

As in 2 above, exemption section 12.1 of the Act (over the cost limit) applies in relation to categories a and b.
For the purposes of this request, we would be grateful if the data could encompass cases where domestic abuse was a fundamental risk factor leading to the referral.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
