FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Could you please release the figures of the number of children/adults currently waiting for foster care and in previous years also (as many as available)

Including all available information attached to those waiting for/ currently in foster care, for example: age, age when entered the councils care etc...

This information is not held in a reportable format.  We are able to provide a snapshot, as of – 30/01/2026 – there are 11 children who we’re seeking foster placements for – all 11 children have a plan of foster care, no other placement options will be considered at this time as they are not suitable. We don’t record when they ‘entered the councils care’ as some of these children are not in care, some are planned moves. 

Could you also include all information available regarding those children/adults who may not be on the list of those possible needing foster care as they were given alternative solutions such as independent living. 

In response to the above questions.  Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We do not hold the information requested in a reportable format; this data isn’t collated. Staff would be required to trawl through all case files.  Each individual placement file would need to be trawled to establish the type of care provided, time scales, options explored etc.  If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
