Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: green spaces  
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to make a Freedom of Information request regarding green spaces identified for inclusion in the Local Plan as potential house building sites.

Please can you provide the following;

-Risk and impact assessments relating to the inclusion of Brent Knowle Gardens green space, LE5 2GA, as a potential house building site in the Local Plan, including, but not limited to - environmental impact, biodiversity impact, road traffic risk, congestion and air quality impact, impact to drainage and other infrastructure, geological survey and flood risk, impact to existing residents in terms of health, mental health and well-being;
Answer:

Detailed studies covering the above would only be prepared once or if a planning application is submitted for development on the referenced site and are not held in respect of this site. The Main Modifications to the Local Plan detail site constraints and mitigations in policy Ho01. This includes detail of which studies are of particular relevance to the site, in addition to the usual planning requirements at application stage. Detail of the Main Modifications can be seen in MM38 and Annex C of the Main Modifications Schedule. The iterative Sustainability Appraisal (SA) process set out on the published consultation website provides an assessment of impacts against specified criteria which include factors relating to the above issues and the various stages of SA can be found here: Leicester Local Plan 2020-2036 Examination - Examination documents
This letter therefore acts as a refusal notice under Section 17(1) of the FOIA and Regulation 14 of the EIR, because, in accordance with Section 21 of FOIA and Regulation 6(1)(b) of EIR, the information is made publicly accessible to the applicant by other means/ in another form or format.

-all of the above at high level impact and risk assessments for building on green spaces within city and estate areas and including such spaces in the Local Plan;
The open space assessment which forms evidence to support the provision of green and open spaces within the city can be downloaded from open-space-sport-and-recreation-study-ossr-2017.pdf
-details of LCC's targets and half year performance related to air quality, provision of accessible green spaces and reduction of road traffic accidents in residential areas;
Details regarding air quality monitoring can be found at Air quality The open space as above in the open spaces and recreation study. In regard to reduction of traffic accidents in residential areas, the council does not keep a record of that particular data. 

-details of green sites considered and removed from the Local Plan;
The detail of sites considered for the Local Plan can be found under appendix A of the Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA). Appendix C shows the sites that were discounted at the SHELAA stage. Part two of the Housing and Sites Topic paper details the process of site allocation, including each stage of assessment.

-details of brown field sites available for building within the city;
The details of brownfield sites that are available and suitable for development across the city can be found here: Brownfield Register — Leicester Open Data
- details of whether Brent Knowle Gardens is identified within the Local Plan for private sale or council building, and any valuation of the site.

No decisions have been made around the tenure of potential dwellings to be developed on this site - design of options, proposals and the preparation of supporting valuations to inform this decision will be carried out once the Plan has been adopted. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
