FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to submit a freedom of information request about your statistics for children missing from education (CME). 

The questions can be found below. I appreciate that you may not be able to provide a response to all of these questions but any information at all would be extremely helpful. Please let me know if you require any clarification or more specificity in the wording of any of the questions.

The population we are asking about is 5-16 year olds in your local authority from the most recent academic year (or the most recent year of data available):

1. Total number of children in your LA
The number on roll for Summer census was 59,769.
The Office for National Statistics estimated the age 5-16 population in Leicester for mid-2024 (the latest we have) at 62,249.

2. Total number of children registered at school  

3. Number of children who are electively home educated (EHE)
Please see the attached submission to the DfE.  

This report involved weeks of work across multiple departments.  We are therefore unable to provide the same level of data for the different groups below.  This would require considerable officer time and would be exempt under the Act.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We are able to provide the figures below.
4. Number of children who are receiving ‘Education otherwise than at school’ (EOTAS)
SES  - 146 children and young people, these are section 61 and section 19. 

 

5. Number of children awaiting a school placement
SES - 14 pupils who have no identified school place.

There are currently 65 applications for children awaiting placement.

 

6. Number of children missing from education (CME)

7. Whether you record reasons for why a child is missing from education

a. If so, the number of children under each reason

8. If possible, the number of CME by the following demographic characteristics

a. Gender

b. Age

c. NC year

d. Ethnicity

e. FSM eligibility

f. SEN status

g. ESL status

h. Known to social care

Please see the attachments in response to questions 6,7 and 8. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
