FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to request a copy of data for sole traders and those registered as self-employed in the region you cover.

I would need a breakdown which includes:

• The business category they are registered to e.g. food service, retail, freelancer etc.

• Whether the business has a bricks and mortar premise and the category of this e.g. retail, office, warehouse etc. If this data is unavailable, please include the primary business premise categorisation and usage rights e.g. property type and commercial status.

This information is exempt from release as various exemptions apply, s41 (given in confidence), s40(2)(personal data). This was decided by a First Tier Tribunal case in December 2019,

Any information that relates to sole traders and/or partnerships is personal data. The information relates to a living individual and the individual is identifiable from those data. The information links to an identifiable individual and reveals something meaningful about their life, even though it is their professional life. Taken together all the information has an individual as its focus where it concerns a sole trader.

Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
