FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am requesting the following information under the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that DLUHC publishes homelessness data by quarter rather than by month – this request asks for data by month, because the intention is to compare the trajectory of homelessness presentations and decisions in England with the trajectories in Scotland and Northern Ireland, where additional tenant protections have been introduced. Monthly data is necessary for this purpose because of the specific timing of these tenant protections, and is not published elsewhere or scheduled for future publication elsewhere.

1.      The number of households who were initially assessed for eligibility for homelessness support each month in 2022 (regardless of the outcome of that assessment)

2.      The number of households who were assessed as being owed the prevention duty each month in 2022 

3.      The monthly figures for question 2 where the reason for the threat of loss of home was the end of an Assured Shorthold Tenancy (AST) (where the AST ended for any reason, including those specified in questions 4 and 5)

4.      The monthly figures for question 2 where the reason for the threat of loss of home was the end of an AST due to rent arrears

5.      The monthly figures for question 2 where the reason for the threat of loss of home was the end of an AST due to the landlord wishing to sell or re-let the property

6.      The number of households who were assessed as being owed the relief duty as the outcome of their initial assessment (i.e. not at the end of their prevention duty) each month in 2022 

7.      The monthly figures for question 6 where the reason for the loss of home was the end of an Assured Shorthold Tenancy (AST) (where the AST ended for any reason, including those specified in questions 8 and 9)

8.      The monthly figures for question 6 where the reason for the loss of home was the end of an AST due to rent arrears

9.      The monthly figures for question 6 where the reason for the loss of home was the end of an AST due to the landlord wishing to sell or re-let the property

10.   The number of households who were assessed as being owed the main housing duty each month in 2022

11.   The number of households who were owed the relief duty at the end of their prevention duty period, each month in 2022 

This request is for data on decisions taken in each month – so, if a household was initially assessed in January, but a decision to grant it the prevention duty (due to AST rent arrears) was made in February, that household would count towards the January figure for question 1 and the February figure for questions 2, 3 and 4. If at the end of its prevention duty period the household was then granted the relief duty in April, it would count towards the April figure for question 11. However, if the council holds data in a different way (e.g. counting the household in the above example as ‘January’ for questions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 11) please provide it in that format.

Where part-month data is provided for December, please state to what date it is correct.

If the information for any questions is unavailable within the section 12 cost limit, please exclude them and fulfil the remainder of the request. Please note this is different to fulfilling the request right up to the section 12 cost limit. 

In order to provide you with the information on the scale that you have requested would require extensive work to create information that the Council does not already collate for its own business use.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for Local Authorities is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending 2.5 working days in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We estimate that it will take us in excess of 2.5 working days to determine appropriate material and locate, retrieve and extract the information in reference to your request. Therefore, your request will not be processed further, although the Council can provide the following breakdown of information which may be useful: 

Data for 2022/2023: As at midnight 13/12/2022
	Table 1 

	Initial Duty Outcome
	2018/2019
	2019/2020
	2020/2021
	2021/2022
	2022/2023 to date
	Total

	Not Eligible
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1

	Not Homeless Within 56 days
	3
	3
	6
	4
	1
	17

	Prevention Duty Owed
	68
	96
	118
	62
	61
	405

	Relief Duty Owed
	71
	102
	124
	156
	83
	536

	Total
	145
	201
	248
	223
	145
	962


	Table 2

	Relief Duty Owed
	2018/2019
	2019/2020
	2020/2021
	2021/2022
	2022/2023 to date
	Total

	As part of initial duty assessment
	71
	102
	124
	156
	83
	536

	As an outcome to prevention duties owed
	13
	16
	14
	11
	6
	60

	Total
	84
	118
	138
	167
	89
	596


	Table 3

	
	2018/2019
	2019/2020
	2020/2021
	2021/2022
	2022/2023 to date
	Total

	Main Duty assessment owed
	11
	26
	30
	26
	22
	115

	Of those Final Duties owed
	10
	20
	21
	23
	22
	96


If you need help in refining your request to enable us to answer it, please do not hesitate to contact us. You may re-use the information provided under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
