FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.
I am sending this request under the Freedom of Information Act to ask for the following information:
1) How many section 21 eviction notices were issued by your council in each of the following financial years – if possible within the cost limit please also indicate the number of tenants affected (in each property) in total by these s21 notices in each year:
a. 2018-19

14
b. 2019-20

21
c. 2020-21

18
We have a very small number of tenancies that would fall under the section 21 notices and for this reason, the numbers served are low. The numbers match the number of actual tenants that were served the notice.  

2) How many section 8 eviction notices were issued by your council in each of the following financial years – if possible within the cost limit please also indicate the number of tenants affected (in each property) in total by these s8 notices in each year:
a. 2018-19

2,749
b. 2019-20

2,323
c. 2020-21

1,612 
Leicester City Councils Notice of Seeking Possessions (NOSP) are served under Section 83 of the Housing Act 1985 (as substituted by Section 147 of the Housing Act 1996). The report that provides this information only extracts notices served by Income Officers and doesn’t provide addresses, therefore, potentially some notices may have been served on duplicate addresses. 
It is not feasible to collate the data requested within the 18 hour limit prescribed by the Act.  Therefore, the following exemption is applicable:

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

To provide data on the number of tenants affected would require the manual trawl of the Council tenant revenue accounts to identify the notices served and number of tenants per household. 

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

3) When the moratorium on evictions ends on 31st May 2021, how many outstanding notices for eviction does the council have under:

a. Section 21 

b. Section 8 

If possible within the cost limit, please also indicate the number of tenants affected in total by these notices – please provide a figure for s21 and s8 separately.

With Q3 I am trying to get a figure for the number of people that are potentially facing eviction once the moratorium ends.
After the expiry date of a Legal Notice if tenants have failed to maintain rent payments, engage or enter into a payment arrangement there is a process to follow through courts to obtain possession before an eviction can be considered. In response to Q3 what we can say is that we have currently identified 30 tenancies that have a valid possession order and where there are currently non-compliance issues which could potentially lead to an eviction. However, evictions are as a last resort and the ultimate sanction after Leicester City Council have exhausted all possible options to help sustain tenancies. There is much work and support that is still being considered with these groups of people before proceeding through courts to obtain warrants for evictions. From the 30 there is a total of 5 which have pending warrants in court and that would be facing eviction once moratorium ends.  

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
