Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: rough sleeping
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

Please could I request the following information about the numbers of individuals found sleeping rough in Leicester.

NB. I am looking for numbers of rough sleepers over full calendar years, not the "snapshot" on an individual night.

1. How many people were found sleeping rough across the whole of last year (i.e. at any point between Jan 1st and Dec 31st 2022)?

Answer:
420 unique individuals 
2. 
How many people were found sleeping rough across the whole of the previous year (i.e. at any point between Jan 1st and Dec 31st 2021)?

318 unique individuals 
Please be assured that we have very robust processes and procedures in place to ensure we provide the best possible assistance to this vulnerable group. Nobody that’s entitled to public assistance needs to sleep rough in Leicester, and during periods of severe weather we open this up further to safeguard even those who are not ordinarily eligible to receive public services
We have our Outreach Teams who are out most days even at the weekends. For those who are actually found rough sleeping, we have an enhanced rough sleeping offer which means they are offered emergency/temporary accommodation whilst we arrange for a full homelessness assessment to be completed. We have good working relations with partner agencies who contact us directly if they feel someone is at risk of rough sleeping to prevent this from happening.
For those more complex and entrenched cases, we allocate them their own support worker who provides intensive housing related support to assist them in finding the best housing solution for them. The support worker also provides the necessary support to address core issues around health and wellbeing which are often common contributory factors in an individual’s homelessness situation.

I hope that the above goes some way in reassuring you of the service offer we deliver, and that the authority is committed to reducing/ending rough sleeping, which is also central government key objective.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
