FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I know that this winter, energy prices are set to be higher than in previous years, even despite government support.

1) Since the start of this academic year, has your authority issued any guidance to LA-maintained schools about how they can cut energy usage? If so, what advice have they been given, what medium was it sent via, and when was it sent?

2) Since the start of this academic year, have you told your local authority maintained schools that they should cut energy usage? Have they been given targets for energy reduction, and if so, what targets have they been given?

Whilst LA maintained schools  are responsible for procuring their own energy supplier, the Authority does offer a service called ‘BESS Energy’ for all schools, including academies. Approximately half of all schools in the city participate in this service. 

Under BESS, energy consumption is monitored and assessed, with recommendations provided with regard to reducing energy consumption. Recommendations and advice can involve things such as looking at new and emerging technologies in order to improve energy efficiencies; regular school consultations (addressing operational and behavioural changes); numerous activities with the schools eco-teams; regular communications via Sustainable Schools newsletters; and monthly updates via email. 
Working together with schools, teachers and pupils, the service has been very successful in raising awareness of opportunities to reduce energy consumption, and to bring about positive changes to reduce consumption.

In early October, all schools that are part of BESS received an additional newsletter which covers training, top tips and ideas to reduce energy consumption in schools. We are also delivering online training on energy monitoring in late October and early November. All schools in BESS Energy have been offered an additional whole-school assembly and workshop with their eco-team, these are being booked in from late October onwards. All BESS Energy schools have received an annual carbon report and been offered a 1:1 to go through the report and identify trends and savings. 

In mid-October we presented to primary school Business Managers in a face to face meeting and by the end of October, all schools will have received information about energy (including a suggested heating/cooling policy) and carbon via email and the schools’ extranet. We are encouraging schools to reduce energy (and this is not just a recent initiative), although targets have not been set for any schools, other than PFI schools described below.  

We have four PFI schools which have integrated facilities management, including the contract procurement and management of the energy suppliers. The facilities management service provider is responsible for operational energy management systems and need to achieve the set targets for energy usage as set out by a Department for Education 2003 benchmark as part of the terms of the contract. Behavioural changes within the school are jointly discussed with the schools Business Managers, teachers and pupils to raise awareness and bring about reductions in energy consumption. Regular monthly meetings are held in which to discuss the status reporting for each school on their energy consumption and the performance against the target measures.  

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
