FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please see our FOI request below. Please use the template provided to complete the request.

 

FOI request for general needs vacant dwellings

The data we are requesting:

We would like to know about the total number of vacant general needs dwellings in your local authority organised by year, number of bedrooms, and short/long term vacancies. We are exclusively interested in general needs social housing, not affordable rented housing. Please see below for the full details of what we are requesting.

Format of responses: 
We have attached a template spreadsheet to this request for you to enter your response.

Freedom of Information request:

We would like to know the number of vacants recorded on the first Monday of October for the following years:
· 2022

· 2021

· 2020

· 2018

We would like the vacants to be organised by vacant dwellings for under 6 months and long term vacant dwellings for over 6 months. Within this we would like to request that the vacants are organised by the number of bedrooms in the dwelling.
 
Additionally, there are three identical sheets in the template. We kindly request for the data to be reported on each sheet according to the following categories (please see definition under each category):
 
Local authority owned vacants (general needs stock only)
· The figures in this table should relate only to the number of vacant general needs dwellings owned by the local authority for social renting purposes

· Where a local authority has become a Large Scale Voluntary Transfer (LSVT) authority its stock, and therefore the number of vacant dwellings, will reduce to zero or a small number.

Local authority owned vacants (general needs stock only) not available for lettings
· The figures in this table should relate only to the number of vacant general needs dwellings owned by the local authority for social renting purposes

· Where a local authority has become a Large Scale Voluntary Transfer (LSVT) authority its stock, and therefore the number of vacant dwellings, will reduce to zero or a small number.

· Not available for lettings vacant local authority dwellings are those dwellings which are not available for immediate letting, e.g. either because they have been earmarked for sale or demolition or because they need extensive works before being relet etc.  Such cases are sometimes referred to as "non-management vacants".

The figures in the ‘LA owned’ tab cover properties which are/were available for letting and those which weren't available for letting. It isn't possible to split the data within FOIA time constraints as this would involve locating and collating the information from each property/housing record individually.

Section 12 of the Act allows a public authority to refuse a request for information where the cost of dealing with it would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450 (equivalent to 18 hours of work).

This is therefore a refusal notice under the provisions of Section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

The year 2019 was missing from the template response but we have added the data in red, if this is not required, please disregard.
Private Registered Provider (housing association) vacants (general needs stock only)
· The figures in this table should relate only to general needs self contained social and affordable rent housing owned by Private Registered Providers (PRPs).  Supported housing and/or housing for older people rental stock should be excluded. 

· Private Registered Providers are providers of social housing in England that are registered with the Regulator of Social Housing and are not local authorities. This is the definition of PRPs in the Housing and Regeneration Act 2008.  
This information is not held or collated by Leicester City Council. Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

Private Registered Provider (housing association) vacants (general needs stock only) not available for lettings
· The figures in this table should relate only to general needs self contained social rent housing housing owned by Private Registered Providers (PRPs).  Supported housing and/or housing for older people rental stock should be excluded.  

· Private Registered Providers are providers of social housing in England that are registered with the Regulator of Social Housing and are not local authorities. This is the definition of PRPs in the Housing and Regeneration Act 2008.  

· Not available for lettings empty housing association-owned homes are those dwellings which are not available for immediate letting, e.g. either because they have been earmarked for sale or demolition or because they need extensive works before being relet etc.  Such cases are sometimes referred to as "non-management vacants".
This information is not held or collated by Leicester City Council. Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

 
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
