Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: s21A Applications in the Court of Protection
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please provide the following information for the financial years 2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23 and 2023/24:

1. The number of applications made under section 21A of the Mental Capacity Act 2005 in which your local authority has been involved (as applicant, respondent, or other party).
Answer:

2020/21
17 

2021/22
10
2022/23
8
2023/24
4
2024/25
10

2. The total legal costs incurred by the authority in relation to those s21A applications (including in-house and external representation).
Answer:

The Council does not recharge its internal legal service and therefore no information is held in relation to any internal costs. 

The total cost of instructing Counsel in relation to these matters between March 2020 and April 2025 is £50,925.55.

3. If available, a breakdown of those costs by year and/or by internal vs external legal spend.

Answer:

2020/21
£11,720.00

2021/22
£3,000
2022/23
£800
2023/24
£25,155.55
2024/25
£10, 250

If the request would exceed the appropriate cost limit, please supply what you can within the limit, prioritising items (1) and (2).

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
