Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: looked after children
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please confirm, as of 30 October 2024 (or nearest available data): 

Looked After Children 

1. How many children are looked after1 by your council? 

Answer:
600


As defined in section 22 Children Act 1989.
2. Out of this, how many are aged 16 or over? 

169

Supported accommodation 

3. How many looked after children are currently placed in supported2 accommodation by your council? 

72
a semi-independent or independent setting, provided under s.22C(6)(d) Children Act 1989 
4. Out of this, how many are aged 15 or under? 

0
Unregulated accommodation
5. How many looked after children are currently placed in unregulated accommodation3 by your council? 

5
Ie accommodation which does not meet the requirements of the Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010, as amended by the Supported Accommodation (England) Regulations 2023. 

6. Out of this, how many are aged 15 or under? 

5

Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children (“UASC”) 

7. How many UASC are looked after by your council? 

43

8. Out of this, how many are aged 15 or under? 

8

9. How many looked after UASC are currently placed in unregulated accommodation4? 

0
Ie accommodation which does not meet the requirements of the Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010, as amended by the Supported Accommodation (England) Regulations 2023. 
10. Out of this, how many are aged 15 or under? 

0

11. How many looked after UASC are currently placed in supported accommodation? 

31

12. Out of this, how many are aged 15 or under? 

0

Secure accommodation / deprivation of liberty orders 

13. How many looked after children are currently placed in secure accommodation?5 

2 – Secure remand NOT secure welfare

Ie regulated accommodation under section 25 Children Act 1989. 
14. Out of this, how many are aged 15 or under? 

2
15. How many looked after children are currently subject to a deprivation of liberty order? 

10

16. Out of this, how many are aged 15 or under? 

5

17. How many looked after children subject to a deprivation of liberty order are currently placed in unregulated accommodation? 

1

18. Out of this, how many are aged 15 or under? 

1
Cost and availability 

All answers based on under 18-year-olds

19. What is the average cost per bed to your council in supported accommodation? 

£1659 – per week

20. What is the average cost per bed to your council in regulated supported accommodation? 

£1398 – per week

21. What is the average cost per bed to your council in unregulated supported accommodation? 

£6300 – per week

22. How many regulated supported accommodation beds are available to your council? 

52 beds are available to Leicester City via framework and contract agreements.

23. What is the average cost per bed to your council in accommodation providing “care”? 

IFA = £1003 per week

Residential = £5868 per week

Overall average = £2907 per week

24. What is the average cost per bed to your council in regulated accommodation providing “care”? 

IFA = £1003 per week

Residential = £5511

Overall average = £2691

25. What is the average cost per bed to your council in unregulated accommodation providing care? 

 £10,645 – per week

26. How many beds in regulated accommodation providing “care” are available to your council? 

Internal foster carer placements = 221 

Internal residential beds = 41

27. What is the average cost per bed to your council in regulated secure accommodation? 

£6209 – per week

28. How many regulated secure accommodation beds are available to your council? 

0

29. What is the average cost per bed to your council in unregulated placements for children subject to deprivation of liberty orders? 

£9375 – per week

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
