Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: rough sleepers
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

Please can you send me Information on accommodating rough sleepers, and your policy of ‘reconnecting’ EU Nationals. For the purposes of this request ‘reconnection’ is defined as the process of supporting EU Citizens to return, in a planned way, to an area where they have family and social networks and/or where they can access accommodation if someone does not have access to benefits/public funds, has no or very limited employment prospects, cannot access private rented accommodation and is homeless/ in unsuitable accommodation.   

 
1. How many rough sleepers in your local authority area were accommodated in total between (a) 01 October 2020-30 June 2021 and then (b) 01 July 2021-01 April 2023?

Answer:

(a) 01/10/2020 to the 30/06/2021 – 195 rough sleepers were accommodated 
(9 month period)
Please note, the period from 1st October 2020 to 30th June 2021 was during the COVID pandemic and therefore we were exercising powers to protect life and the council followed the everyone in policy of central government however the local authority extended its offer far beyond that of central government because of local lockdowns associated to COVID
(b) 
01/07/2021 to the 01/04/2023 – 399 rough sleepers were accommodated
(21 month period)

2.
How many of the rough sleepers accommodated at any time during these periods (a) 01 October 2020-30 June 2021 and (b) 01 July 2021-01 April 2023?) are/were considered to be No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF)? 

(a) 01/10/2020 to the 30/06/2021 – 112 rough sleepers were considered to have NRPF  
(9 month period)

(b) 01/07/2021 to the 01/04/2023 – 52 rough sleepers were considered to have NRPF 
(21 month period)
Note that the council has a Severe weather protocol which is triggered during such events as extreme weather events, during these times the Council will assist all individuals rough sleeping or at risk of rough sleeping
3. 
How many of the rough sleepers accommodated at any time during these periods (a) 01 October 2020-30 June 2021 and then (b) 01 July 2021-01 April 2023 are/were EU nationals? 

(a)  01/10/2020 to the 30/06/2021 – 159 rough sleepers were EU Nationals 
(9 month period)
(b)  01/07/2021 to the 01//04/2023 – 133 rough sleepers were EU Nationals
(21 month period)

4.
Have any rough sleepers placed in accommodation during this time ((a) 01 October 2020-30 June 2021 and then (b) 01 July 2021-01 April 2023) been supported through a reconnection service to another part of the UK or to return to country of origin as well as information on the age, gender, nationality and marital status of those who have subsequently accessed a reconnection service.

(a)  01/10/2020 to the 30/06/2021 – 29 rough sleepers were reconnected to another part of the UK or county of origin 
(9 month period)
(b) 01/07/2021 to the 01//04/2023 – 36 rough sleepers were reconnected to another part of the UK or county of origin 
(21 month period)

The Council does not hold information on the age, gender, nationality and marital status.  This is therefore a refusal in accordance with Section 1(1) of the Act, information not held by Leicester City Council. 
 

5.
Information (if any) more broadly on the number of people (excluding rough sleepers- as asked above) who have been supported through a reconnection service to another part of the UK or to return to country of origin as well as information on the age, gender, nationality and marital status of those who have accessed a reconnection service.

 
This information is not held by the Council and is informing you in accordance with Section 1(1) of the Act.

6.
Information on the source of funding for reconnecting/ supporting people to another part of the UK/ return to their country of origin?  

Leicester City Council
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
