Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Special Educational Needs
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

Request for Information: Special Educational Needs & Disability – High Needs Top-Up & Banding Allocations for Mainstream & Special Schools 

I would like to request the following: 
· Information that describes “top-up”, “banding,” “matrix,” or “element” arrangements that the Council uses to guide its allocation of High Needs Block funding to mainstream schools, resource base / units in mainstream schools, and special schools; 
· Information showing the maximum High Needs or Top-Up funding allocation (in pounds) that each specific band, matrix point, or element attracts in the current financial year (2023-24);
· Information showing the maximum High Needs or Top-Up funding allocation (in pounds) that each specific band or element attracted for the previous financial year (2022-23).
· If funding allocations for each band/element in 2023-24 are identical to those in 2022-23, please say so. 
· If it is more efficient for you to provide these allocations based on academic years rather than financial years, please use academic years instead. 
· If the Council has changed its banding arrangements during the 2022-23 and 2023-24 periods, please provide information showing the previous banding arrangements as well as the current ones. 
· For special schools where banded funding is not used, please provide information showing the High Needs Block ‘top-up’ allocation per place. 
Answer:

The following support funding is provided for financial years:
For pupils with SEND needs in excess of £6k in mainstream schools the following additional funding is provided dependent on the number of extra support hours required:
               
2023/24              2022/23
Band 1    
£2,986                  £2,630

Band 2    
£9,517                  £8,383

Band 3    
£14,416              £12,698

For SEND pupils in the mainstream but partially educated in SEN specialist provision units at the school, the following additional funding is provided, dependent upon type of need as described below:

SEMH related
2023/24                             2022/23
£17,810                              £17,224

£20,460                              £19,763

Other needs
2023/24                            2022/23
£15,603                             £15,090

Maintained and academy special schools receive top up funding which reflects the weighted average cost of support needs required for the pupils at each school.

The top up rates for each school are as follows based on the banding descriptors shown in the table below:

2023/24                           2022/23

£15,225                            £14,417

£17,324                            £16,447

£17,446                            £16,565

£17,835                            £16,941

£21,271                            £20,264

£23,741                            £22,653

£24,375                            £23,256

£30,324                            £29,913
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School Type Descriptor:

Staffing Model

Band1

Band2

Band3

Band4

Band5

Band6

Tysically, pupils who can
manage within the overall
organisation and curriculum
lbut who, on occasions require
some low level adgitional
supervision end intervention
for others, over and above the
dass teame . Speech ang
language Therapy

[Typically, pupils need a small
lteaching group and require
close supervision and
interventions from staft.

l(@pprox. 4:1)

(children : adults)

[Typically, pupils need reguler,
additional time from arange
of adults.

[They may meke frequent
demands for support because
of their leaming/behavioural
gifficulties.

IThey may be dependent on
adults for some aspects of

[their self-help/care needs.

(approx. 3:1)

[Typically, pupils require high
levels of adult supporton a
daily basis to access the
curiculum.

[They may fing itdifficult to
interact with other pupils ang
staff due to learning and/or
sodial difficulties

(approx. 2:1)

Requires constant 11 support
lthroughout the day ang
individual strategies to
support leaming/self-
care/medical needs

May require additional adult
support to be

available attimes of
difficulty to prevent
escalation of problems.

Flexible deployment of staff,
[for extended

periods of crsis will be
necessary 130r4.

(approx. 1:1)

[Exceptional levels of staffing
Irequired to me et bespoke
Ineeds. This band has been set
st supportlevel of 1.2





You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
