FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am interested in how race is addressed in the council area, with particular regard to cultural activities and the built environment. 

For the last year up to date, but inclusive of information and documents from work which may have begun before this period and is still being pursued by the council.

(For example, a project to  identify monument may have begun in 2020, but the list compiled from this project may still be used by the council now)

Please disregard requests to schools, galleries, museums libraries as appropriate - if the council does not control these 

1

Could you please provide any list or review/research/report/survey of locations (streets/buildings/parks), or public art (such as statues), plaques, commemorations, graves, memorials that the council has produced in relation to slavery, colonialism, empire/British Empire, racism, white supremacy, Black Lives Matter, decolonising, racial justice.  

In question form: “What in the built environment has the organisation, or a group working on its behalf, identified as being linked to racism, slavery, colonialism: that is, contested history?”

2

Could you please provide details of what being done to highlight, reinterpret, redisplay, or rename aspects of the environment in the council area identifying in part 1 of this request 

In question form:  “What work (such as adding interpretation, or information boards, or plaques close to contested monuments) has been undertaken by the council to address these legacies?
The Council holds some of the information you have asked for.

In response to questions 1 and 2

Of the 48 new Heritage Panels installed around the city in the last 12 months, only one may directly relate to the themes noted.  This, on the naturalist and evolutionary science Alfred Russel Wallace, includes the following factual information about his published views on race.   

A Person of Contradictions

Wallace strongly believed in social reform and the rights of the poor. For example, he led a campaign against corrupt landlords. He was also one of the first scientists to raise concerns about the environmental impact of human activity on the climate. Despite these concerns for others, he wrongly didn’t believe that all races were equal, and opposed vaccination due to his interpretation of the then available medical statistics. His advocacy of Spiritualism as a legitimate domain for scientific enquiry also strained his relationship with other scientists.

Amongst the diverse themes of other Heritage Panels created during this period were a number celebrating the contributions of a range of diverse communities to the cultural life of the city. These included Laurel Aitken (“The Father of Ska”), “50 Years of Hip Hop”, The Leicester Chinese Community Centre, and a panel on Curry Houses. 

3

If applicable, can you please provide information on what is being done to address issues of slavery, colonialism, empire/British Empire, racism, white supremacy, Black Lives Matter, decolonising, racial justice in council museums/galleries?

For example, what information boards have been added, what has been taken off display or put on display, what new plaques have been erected?

No permanent display objects, or permanent information panels or labels, in relation to the subjects noted, have either been placed on or taken off display at any Leicester Museums and Galleries venue during the last 12 months.

Leicester Museum and Art Gallery hosted the touring temporary exhibition “South Africa in the 1970s: Photographs by Steve Bloom” from 4th February to 14th May 2023. This exhibition featured the work of famous South African born photographer Steve Bloom, who took to the streets and the townships during the 1970s and photographed people during this pivotal historical period. In his images, he managed to capture the complex emotional essence of the time South Africa began to experience unstoppable protest. Bloom’s work in apartheid South Africa, poignant and moving, revealed the alienation of a country on the cusp of change, placing Bloom among the select few photographers who caught the mood of the people. The exhibition also included artefacts from the British Anti-Apartheid Movement and anti-apartheid posters from the era.

Leicester Museum and Art Gallery hosted the multi-award winning  exhibition “Punk Rage and Revolution” from 27th May to 3rd September 2023. A story of rebellion, creative energy and the political landscape that gave birth to the 1970’s UK Punk subculture. The exhibition focused on 1977, a key year. Influences, original objects, fashion, music, art and more brought the Punk ideology, attitude, DIY ethos and legacy to life in an exciting, immersive experience. The exhibition was co-curated with young people, contributing ideas and creative work reflecting what Punk means today. Local punks, alongside Leicester creatives, offered new perspectives on this influential youth subculture. It included discussion of the involvement of  Black Punks in the music scene, Rock Against Racism, legal censorship of clothing then deemed as offensive, and of Women in Punk. 

Leicester Museum and Art Gallery hosted the touring exhibition “Heart of the Nation: Migration and the Making of the NHS” from the Migration Museum, London, from 30th June  to the 29th October 2023. “The National Health Service was created 75 years ago. Over the decades, it has faced huge pressures – never more so than today. Yet the NHS and the millions of people who sustain it remain close to all our hearts. From the very beginning, people have come to Britain from all over the world to make this grand vision for a better society a reality. But their vital role has largely been ignored. This exhibition from the Migration Museum shines a light on the stories and experiences of people who have come to Britain to work in the NHS through photography, film, oral histories and an immersive experience that brings together singing and storytelling”. 

Leicester Museum and Art Gallery hosted the temporary exhibition “Casta: The Origins of Caste”, from 16th September to  3rd December 2023. This exhibition, researched and created by Leicester Museum and Galleries’ independent  partners Opal 22, explored five recently restored major artworks by Juan Rodriguez (b. 1675; d. 1728),  which are part of a larger set of artworks placing people into racial classification.  The exhibition invited visitors to delve into how we decode art and artefacts as they relate to global majority communities, and challenged visitors to confront the uncomfortable legacy of colonialism and racism while fostering introspection about personal biases. This exhibition tied strongly into a range of public activities for Black History month (October 2023) delivered by Opal 22. 

The People’s Space within the Leicester Stories Gallery at Leicester Museum and Art Gallery hosted two co-produced exhibitions during this period, that touch to the subjects for this request. 
· “Perception: The Countees of Leicester” (10th January 21st April 2024) explored the fascinating history of a local family against the backdrop of Victorian, Edwardian and post-war Leicester, using photographs, ephemera and documents to create a more complete picture of life in the Midlands. This exhibition revealed a performing arts dynasty that can be traced back to Black Methodist preacher Reverend Francis Nelson Countee and his son and daughter-in-law, Charles and Eliza Countee, music hall stars known as “The Two Countees”. The exhibition discussed representation, identity and belonging, the Eurocentric gaze of privilege, class and expectation, and gave an insight in to historical Black presence that is in plain sight, yet has remained hidden. 
· “Leicester Nirvana FC : The Pioneers” (9th March – 13th June). This current temporary exhibition tells the inspiring story of a grassroots football club, started in Highfields, in their own words. It’s the story of a grassroots football club, deeply connected to its neighbourhood and its city and committed to supporting its family to achieve and prosper. Crucially, Nirvana’s story is also one of challenging racism and injustice in Sport- then, now and in the future.

4

The same as for part 3, but can you provide information on how council libraries have addressed these issues

For example, have any books been specifically banned or removed from the library? 
None.

Has a system of trigger warnings been established for sensitive topics?
No.

Could you please provide details of any books which have been taken from public display and perhaps placed at the desk, or in a reserve stack, because they may be offensive or inappropriate ?
Not applicable.

(This can be broad, I do not need an full check of all items in the library; please do not get bogged won in this if it is likely to go over the limit)

5

Fr any council run or supported events in the area, how have these events been more inclusive or a greater focus on diversity?

For example, Bonfire nights or Christmas lights events

LCC F&E is working to engage culturally diverse audiences that truly reflect the city’s population, engaging over 400,000 people through our festivals programme per annum, and in so doing, supporting the delivery of LCC’s Equality and Diversity Strategy.

LCC’s Festivals & Events (F&E) programme has evolved to represent the cities Global Majority artists and specifically engage children/young people & families from South Asian, Black African/Afro-Caribbean & East Asian communities, providing shared & inclusive high quality cultural experiences accessible to all.

We collaborate and share leadership roles with established community partners and a mix of NPO’s that includes Inspirate, 2FunkyArts, Serendipity & Cosmopolitan Arts to co-produce and deliver, support and/or fund the annual Diwali & Eid celebrations, Leicester Carnival, Leicester Mela, Black History Month & Lunar New Year among others. We also deliver events such as Riverside Festival, Abbey Park Bonfire, Xmas Lights Switch On and St. Georges Day, and where possible seek the broadest representation of artists from a mix of cultural backgrounds. 

6

For any schools affiliated with the council, could you provide details on how the curriculum has been diversified?

Maintained schools are responsible for their own curriculum.  Therefore, the Council does not hold this information; therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held.

Please contact individual schools directly. The link below will take you to a list of schools within the Authority:

http://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council-services/education-lifelong-learning/about-schools/schools-directory/schools-directory/  School ward, head teacher, telephone, e mail etc. is available by clicking on the link for each school.

Council provide any details or advice to school provided by the council on design the curriculum

Not applicable.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
