Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: unauthorised encampment
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Where the information requested is for numbers of claims, orders, notices and etc. this should include claims and etc. against both named defendants and persons unknown/all occupants. Where a single claim or etc. is against multiple defendants it should be counted as one.
Answer:
Please Note, Leicestershire County Council is contracted to manage all unauthorised encampments in Leicestershire, Leicester City and Rutland; therefore, all section 77/78 notices have been served by Leicestershire County Council on behalf of the other authorities and the total number are recoded in the data below.  We are not aware of any authorities using part 55 powers independently from Leicestershire County Council, during this period.

The full list of Local Authorities that Leicestershire County Council act for:

Leicestershire County Council

Leicester City Council

Rutland County Council

Charnwood Borough Council

Northwest Leicestershire District Council

Melton Borough Council

Harborough District Council

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council

Blaby District Council

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

The Code of Practice for Travellers was agreed by all the above local authorities in 2000.
1. The number of directions to leave under section 77 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 given by the Authority to persons residing on land belonging to the Authority

a) between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2018, 31 in total
b) between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019, 23 in total
c) between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2020, 10 in total
d) between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2021, 4 in total
e) between 1 January 2022 and 31 December 2022, None
f) between 1 January 2023 and 31 May 2023. None
2. The number of directions to leave under section 77 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 given by the Authority to persons residing on land not belonging to the Authority

a) between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2018, None
b) between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019, None
c) between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2020, None
d) between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2021, None
e) between 1 January 2022 and 31 December 2022, None
f) between 1 January 2023 and 31 May 2023. None
3. The number of complaints made by the Authority to any magistrates’ court seeking orders under section 78 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 regarding persons residing on land belonging to the Authority

a) between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2018, 11 in total
b) between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019, 11 in total
c) between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2020, 5 in total
d) between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2021, 1 in total
e) between 1 January 2022 and 31 December 2022, None
f) between 1 January 2023 and 31 May 2023. None
4. The number of complaints made by the Authority to any magistrates’ court seeking orders under section 78 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 regarding persons residing on land not belonging to the Authority

a) between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2018, None
b) between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019, None
c) between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2020, None
d) between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2021, None
e) between 1 January 2022 and 31 December 2022, None
f) between 1 January 2023 and 31 May 2023. None
5. The number of orders under section 78 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 made by any magistrates’ court on complaint of the Authority regarding persons residing on land belonging to the Authority

a) between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2018, 9 in total
b) between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019, 11 in total
c) between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2020, 5 in total
d) between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2021, 1 in total
e) between 1 January 2022 and 31 December 2022, None
f) between 1 January 2023 and 31 May 2023. None
6. The number of orders under section 78 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 made by any magistrates’ court on complaint of the Authority regarding persons residing on land not belonging to the Authority

a) between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2018, None
b) between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019, None
c) between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2020, None
d) between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2021, None
e) between 1 January 2022 and 31 December 2022, None
f) between 1 January 2023 and 31 May 2023. None
7. The number of claims for possession brought by the Authority against occupants of unauthorised encampments on land owned by the Authority issued by the County Court or High Court 

a) between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2018, None
b) between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019, None
c) between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2020, None
d) between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2021, 1 across all authorities
e) between 1 January 2022 and 31 December 2022, None
f) between 1 January 2023 and 31 May 2023. None
8. The number of interim orders for possession granted by County Court or High Court in favour of the Authority against occupants of unauthorised encampments on land owned by the Authority

a) between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2018, None
b) between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019, None
c) between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2020, None
d) between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2021, None
e) between 1 January 2022 and 31 December 2022, None
f) between 1 January 2023 and 31 May 2023. None
9. The number of final orders for possession granted by County Court or High Court in favour of the Authority against occupants of unauthorised encampments on land owned by the Authority

a) between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2018, None
b) between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019, None
c) between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2020, None
d) between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2021, None
e) between 1 January 2022 and 31 December 2022, None
f) between 1 January 2023 and 31 May 2023. None
10. The number of occasions on which the Authority used (or purported to use) common law rights to recover possession of land from occupants of unauthorised encampments

a) between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2018, None
b) between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019, None
c) between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2020, None
d) between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2021, None
e) between 1 January 2022 and 31 December 2022, None
f) between 1 January 2023 and 31 May 2023. None
11. Copies of any policy or guidance adopted by the Authority regarding the management of unauthorised encampments in use

a) between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2018, Leicestershire, Leicester City and Rutland Code of Practice for Gypsies and Travellers.
b) between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019, as above
c) between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2020, as above
d) between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2021, as above
e) between 1 January 2022 and 31 December 2022, as above
f) between 1 January 2023 and 31 May 2023. as above
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
