Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.
I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request the following information:

1. On March 29, 2020, how many children and young people were recorded as being electively home educated (EHE) in your local authority area?

2. On March 29, 2021, how many children and young people were recorded as EHE in your local authority area?

3. How many parents or carers of the children and young people recorded as EHE on March 29, 2021 has the council requested to meet (virtually or physically) in relation to the home education of the child or young person in question (if meetings with the same parent(s)/carer(s) have been requested on separate occasions for different children under their care, or a meeting has been requested to discuss the EHE of multiple children simultaneously, please count these separately i.e. count each child for which a meeting has been requested)?

a. Of the meetings requested, how many have been accepted by parents/carers?

b. Of those requested, how many have been refused by parents/carers?

c. Of those accepted, how many meetings have been carried out?

4. Of the number of children and young people recorded as EHE on March 29, 2021:

a. How many were recorded as having an education, health and care plan (EHCP)?

b. How many were recorded as having SEN support?

c. How many were recorded as being in need under section 17 of the Children Act 1989?

d. How many were recorded as female?

e. How many were recorded as male?

Please provide the information in a spreadsheet i.e. csv or excel file. If possible, please enter the information using the template below, and return it as an attached csv/excel file.
	FOI Question
	Number

	Number of children recorded as EHE on 29/3/20
	

	Number of children recorded as EHE on 29/3/21
	

	Of those recorded as EHE on 29/3/21, the number for which a meeting has been requested
	

	Of the meetings requested, how many have been accepted by parents/carers?
	

	Of the meetings requested, how many have been refused?
	

	Of the meetings accepted, how many have been carried out?
	

	Of the number of children and young people recorded as EHE on 29/3/21:
	

	How many were recorded as having an education, health and care plan (EHCP)?
	

	How many were recorded as having SEN support?
	

	How many were recorded as being in need under section 17 of the Children Act 1989?
	

	How many were recorded as female?
	

	How many were recorded as male?
	


Please find the relevant information attached.

In response to question 3 through to 3.c.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

In order to ascertain the data requested, each child’s communications log and associated records would need to be interrogated.  This would take in excess of 5 minutes on average per child (possibly longer) and therefore, as there are over 700 children, this would take at least 58 hours.  The data for this part of the request cannot therefore be provided.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
