Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Planning Appeal Costs and Awards of Costs (2010–2025) 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please provide a breakdown of costs incurred by the Council in relation to Planning Appeals for each financial year from 2010/11 to the current date in 2025.
Specifically, I request the data be provided in a table format containing the following two categories:
1. The total amount spent by the Council on legal fees, external consultants, and administrative costs for defending planning appeals.

2. The total number of planning appeals defended by the Council (if an appeal crosses a financial year please include it in the same year as the costs were paid).

3. The total amount paid out to appellants (third parties) following a decision by the Planning Inspectorate that the Council acted "unreasonably" (Awards of Costs).

4. The total number of instances where costs were paid out to appellants (third parties) following a decision by the Planning Inspectorate that the Council acted "unreasonably" (Awards of Costs).

Please present the data in the following format as an excel sheet:
	Financial year
	Own legal/appeal costs (£)
	Number of planning appeals defended
	Costs paid due to "Unreasonable" decision (£)
	Number of instances were costs were paid for “Unreasonable” decision

	2010/2011
	
	
	
	

	2011/2012
	
	
	
	

	...
	
	
	
	

	2025/26 (to date)
	
	
	
	


If specific years are not available, please provide data for as many years as are held.

Answer:

The council has considered your request and estimates that to provide the level of detail requested would exceed the cost limit prescribed in the Freedom of Information Act. 

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, along with locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

There are over 700 appeals determined in the period requested.  To collate the information would mean a full correspondence cross check done against correspondence on file and payments pulled off the system for each of these.

An Officer would need to review all these cases for the costs of defending appeals. Administrative costs are not held in one place and would require a file by file, year by year trawl through thousands of payments on our Agresso system, printing, postage and other costs.

We don’t record costs awards in MGov as they are negotiated separately in each case- this can take months to be resolved in each case. Filtering out allowed appeals could be done quickly, but: 

·  reviewing these appeal costs would have to be done manually as this isn’t recorded in any field in MGov so time taken would need to review whether costs were awarded to the appellant, and if so: 

· Who the agent was 

· What payments were negotiated 

· When payments were made 

Just pulling off all the above for one case could take a couple of hours.
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

You may wish to refine your request by narrowing its scope by being more specific about what information you particularly wish to obtain, including any dates or period of time relevant to the information required. 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
