FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
The Black Equity Organisation is a national civil rights charity that works on issues of systemic racism with the aim of improving the lived experience of members of Black communities in the UK.

We are currently undertaking research looking into the impact of housing on Windrush Survivors. 

The Windrush scandal broke in 2017/18, unfortunately some residents in social housing in Leicester were likely to have been affected. 

Our research is exploring what supportive processes, if any, were in place once the scandal had broken that would have alerted housing services within local authorities to difficulties with rent arrears connected with loss of job or entitlement to benefits, because of the Windrush scandal.

Please respond to the following questions.

1. Did Leicester City Council have policies in place to identify tenants at risk of homelessness due to loss of employment or entitlement to benefits due to status issues arising from the Windrush scandal. 

We do not have any specific policies relating to the above scandal. We comply with the Homelessness code of Guidance for Local Authorities.  We have not identified any households affected by the Windrush scandal who were/are at risk of homelessness. However, anyone in a homelessness position is offered the opportunity to speak to our service and we carry out a full assessment to check their Housing eligibility and qualifying support. 

The team collects data in line with the “Homelessness Case Level Information Collection” (H-CLIC) as specified by the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-homelessness
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dashboards-on-homelessness
(i) If yes, please provide copies of the policy/policies.

Not applicable.

Windrush scandal housing issues are currently manifesting in a different way. We are aware of a number of returning residents along with those who remained in the UK, who have now had their status confirmed via the Windrush Scheme but who are in need of social housing. These individuals had been denied access to social housing because of the incorrect assumption about their status.

2. Does Leicester City Council currently have policies in place to identify and assist in the prevention and or relief of homelessness for individuals whose status has been regularised via the Windrush scheme but who are unhoused/homeless. Several of this cohort are elderly and in ill health, with care requirements.

As above, we do not have specific policies regarding the Windrush scandal and we have not identified any applicants in this position.  

(i) If yes, please provide copies of the policy/policies. 

Not applicable.

You have an obligation pursuant to s16 FOIA 2000 to assist and advise requesters. If you believe that an exemption applies to the disclosure of the requested information, please let us know without delay and set out which exemption applies. If it is in relation to the cost exemption, we will refine our request.

If any of the requested information is prohibited on the grounds of confidence please redact the exempted information with black boxes, so as to show where the redactions have been made.

Leicester City Council holds/does not hold the information you have requested.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
