FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Request 1: 

This requests relates to Keeping Children Safe In Education Statutory Guidance 2023, Sections 176-179, published 6th June 2023 and effective from 1st September 2023.

Please provide me with copies of all correspondence between 1st January and 31st May 2023( including emails) from or to the DFE about the possibility of including children with a EHCP or “ any child deemed vulnerable” within the scope of section 178 of the above guidance.

We are not aware that any such correspondence between DfE and the Council exists. Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
Request 2: 

This request relates to Keeping Children Safe In Education Statutory Guidance 2023, sections 176-179 , published 6th June 2023 and effective from 1st September 2023 .

Please provide me with copies of all correspondence between 1st January and 31st May 2023 ( including emails) from or to the LGA ( Local Government Association) the ADCS ( Association of Directors of Children’s Services) or AEHEP( Association Elective Home Education Professionals) about the possibility of including children with EHCP or “ any child deemed vulnerable “ within the scope of section 178 of the above guidance.

We are not aware that any such correspondence between these bodies and the Council exists.  Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
Request 3:

This request relates to Keeping Children Safe In Education Statutory Guidance 2023, sections 176-179 , published 6th June 2023 and effective from 1st September 2023 .

Please provide me with copies of all correspondence from 1st April 2023 to present ( including emails) from or to the DFE ( Department for Education) relevant to the implementation of the sections listed above .

Please find the relevant information attached.  Please note that details of third parties involved have been redacted (removed). 

The Council judges that this personal data is being processed for the purposes of employment and that disclosure to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1– fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified and not incompatible purposes.  Therefore, this Information is exempt from release.

Request 4:

This request relates to Keeping Children Safe In Education Statutory Guidance 2023, sections 176-179 , published 6th June 2023 and effective from 1st September 2023 .

Please provide me with copies of all correspondence from 1st April 2023 to the present ( including emails) from or to the LGA ( Local Government Association) the ADCS ( Association of Directors of Children’s Services) or ADHEP ( Association of Elective Home Education Professionals) relevant to the implementation of the sections listed above.

As above.
Request 5:

This request relates to Keeping Children Safe In Education Statutory Guidance 2023, sections 176-179 , published 6th June 2023 and effective from 1st September 2023 .

Please supply me with copies of any correspondence since 1st April 2023 to the present ( including emails ) sent to the schools in your area from the Local Authority , relevant to their implementation of the sections listed above

Sent to Head teachers on 24th October 23:

Elective Home Education (EHE) Update
(All Schools)

There has been a minor change to the reference to EHE in the Children Missing Education policy to the reflect clarification from DfE in Keeping Children Safe in Education (para 178 Keeping children safe in education 2023 (GOV.UK); where a parent has shared that they are considering EHE, a conversation may take place with the parent about their intentions.  Our local practice is to involve the local authority link education welfare officer when a parent is thinking about deregistering their child for an EHE, the main purpose being to ensure the parent is aware of their responsibilities should they withdraw their child from school.  The protocol on the management of children missing education has been updated to reflect this. 
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
