Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Public Health Funerals
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

I am writing to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act in respect of Public Health Funerals that have occurred in your local authority area during the last 10 years. 
I would be grateful if you could provide, where held, the following information - each broken down by calendar year (i.e. 1st January to 31st December inclusive) for the following years: 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022.  

The number of Public Health Funerals that occurred in your local authority area, for each calendar year specified above

Of these, the number of these Public Health Funerals that were a) Burials and b) Cremations, for each calendar year specified above

The total cost of Public Health Funerals in your local authority area that were Burials, for each calendar year specified above 

The total cost of Public Health Funerals in your local authority area that were Cremations, for each calendar year specified above 

The total sum recouped by the local authority from the estate of deceased persons receiving a Public Health Funeral (burial or cremation), for each calendar year specified above. 

In the case of cremations, if this data is held, the number of ashes remains that were not collected by a next of kin, and thus left for the local authority to arrange the disposal of, again for each calendar year specified above

Answer:

Please see information in the below table.

Please note, data for 2013 is held in paper files and would require a manual search of the files to find the information.  Also, the costs recovered for 2013-2018 is held in paper files.  To collate this information would exceed the cost limit prescribed in the Freedom of Information Act. 

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of Section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

Also the Council does not hold information about ashes not collected.  This is therefore a refusal in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act, information not held. 

	
	Burials
	Cremations
	Burial Cost
	Cremation Cost
	Costs recovered
	Ashes not collected

	2013
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	2014
	0
	26
	£0
	£31,511
	n/a
	n/a

	2015
	0
	28
	£0
	£29,808
	n/a
	n/a

	2016
	2
	35
	£2478
	£42,071
	n/a
	n/a

	2017
	0
	38
	£0
	£48,559
	n/a
	n/a

	2018
	2
	36
	£3570
	£38,442
	n/a
	n/a

	2019
	0
	27
	£0
	£30,530
	£12,828.33
	n/a

	2020
	0
	46
	£0
	£41,548
	£30,335.81
	n/a

	2021
	1
	29
	£2709
	£26,314
	£8,980.39
	n/a

	2022
	1
	48
	£1,960
	£51,181
	£21,276.26
	n/a


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk

Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
