FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
As a freedom of information request, please provide, from 2015-2024: 

• For each year in the period, how many people have been considered to be at risk of ‘child sex exploitation - CSE' and ‘Child Criminal Exploitation - CCE’ – please provide an age breakdown if available. If providing a breakdown by age for each year would risk identifying individuals, then please instead provide an age breakdown for the entire period. 
Data for CE was not mandatorily recorded prior to 2021, therefore, this information is not held by Leicester City Council. This letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act. 
For 0-9 years, across the whole period there were 13 cases identified for CSE.  
For 0-9 years, there were no cases identified for CE within the timeframe. Breakdown for 10-14yrs and 15-19 years are provided below.  

	 
	CSE
	CSE
	CE
	CE

	Age
	10-14
	15-19
	10-14
	15-19

	2015
	19
	20
	-
	-

	2016
	53
	105
	-
	-

	2017
	73
	90
	-
	-

	2018
	66
	79
	-
	-

	2019
	76
	113
	-
	-

	2020
	72
	143
	-
	-

	2021
	66
	50
	22
	41

	2022
	34
	41
	21
	33

	2023
	30
	47
	25
	63

	2024
	28
	31
	10
	40



• For each year in the period, How many people have been considered to be involved in 'child sex exploitation - CSE' and ‘Child Criminal Exploitation - CCE’– please provide an age breakdown if available. If providing a breakdown by age for each year would risk identifying individuals, then please instead provide an age breakdown for the entire period. 

Data for CE was not mandatorily recorded prior to 2021, therefore, this information is not held by Leicester City Council. This letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act. 

For 0-9 years, across the whole period there were 13 cases identified for CSE.  

For 0-9 years, there were no cases identified for CE within the timeframe. Breakdown for 10-14yrs and 15-19 years are provided below.  

	 
	CSE
	CSE
	CE
	CE

	Age
	10-14
	15-19
	10-14
	15-19

	2015
	19
	20
	-
	-

	2016
	53
	105
	-
	-

	2017
	73
	90
	-
	-

	2018
	66
	79
	-
	-

	2019
	76
	113
	-
	-

	2020
	72
	143
	-
	-

	2021
	66
	50
	22
	41

	2022
	34
	41
	21
	33

	2023
	30
	47
	25
	63

	2024
	28
	31
	10
	40


• For each year in the period, how many calls were recorded to the MASH helpline
We do not have a MASH in Leicester City.  ‘All contacts’ regarding Children’s Social Care are as follows:

	Contacts

	All

	2015    18,201

	2016    12,374

	2017    11,494

	2018    13,518

	2019    15,298

	2020    14,254

	2021    15,890

	2022    14,916

	2023    14,899

	2024    15,930


• For each year in the period, how many cases of those recorded at risk of exploitation were investigated by the council

• For each year in the period, how many cases of those recorded to be involved in exploitation were investigated by the council

In response to the two questions above.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We do not hold the information requested in a reportable format; this data isn’t collated. Staff would be required to trawl through each individual social care referral/child’s file/contact to establish if any of the above factors were referenced.  

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

• Please provide an annual breakdown of the council budget set aside to tackling Child Sex Exploitation

There is not an individual budget to tackle child sexual exploitation. This work is undertaken by many different service areas, Prevention, Early Help and child in need, child protection and children looked after.   

Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
We do a have a Child Exploitation and Missing Team which comprises a team manager, 3 social workers and 2 family support workers, the budget for this service is £341,900.

If data for the entire period requested is not available, please instead provide it from the earliest date available up until the most recent at the point of production. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
