Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re:  Winter road gritting 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I am requesting information relating to winter road gritting and salting activity carried out by your authority.

This request relates to gritting and salting activity carried out on public highways maintained by your authority.

If your authority does not have responsibility for winter road gritting, please confirm accordingly.

For the purposes of this request, please define winter in line with the meteorological winter, running from 1 December to the final day of February (28 or 29 February), as defined by the UK Met Office.

If your authority records winter maintenance activity using a different operational definition or time period, please provide the data using your recorded definition and clearly state the date range covered.

Please provide the following information for each of the last three winter seasons:

Winter 2023/24
Winter 2024/25
Winter 2025/26 (to date)

1) Gritting activity
a) The total number of days on which gritting or salting was carried out.
b) The total number of gritting or salting runs undertaken.
c) The total distance of road treated through gritting or salting activity, measured in miles or kilometres.
If distance is not recorded, please confirm accordingly.

Answer:
	Year
	Number of days gritting
	Number of gritting runs
	Total distance covered (km) 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	2023/2024
	24
	24
	7125

	2024/2025
	41
	41
	12218

	2025/2026
	19
	19
	5662 (up to 8/01/2026)



2) Time and resource use (where recorded)
a) The total number of staff hours spent on gritting or salting activity.
b) The total number of vehicle hours spent on gritting or salting activity.

	 Year
	Labour (Total Hours)
	Vehicle (Total Hours)

	23/24
	1481.5
	630.5

	24/25
	1676.5
	710.25

	25/26 (up to 30/11/25)
	580.5
	210.75



3) Costs and budgets
a) The total amount spent on gritting and salting operations in each winter period.
b) The allocated budget for winter road gritting and salting for each winter period.

	 Year
	Amount spent
	Budget

	23/24
	£141,378.34
	£121,600.00

	24/25
	£143,214.80
	£121,600.00

	25/26 (up to 08/01/26)
	£59,721.22
	£121,600.00


4) Priority routes
Please confirm whether your authority operates designated priority or “snow routes” for winter maintenance.

We operate designated priority or “snow routes” for winter maintenance.

5) Network coverage

a) The total length of the highway network maintained by your authority (in miles or kilometres).
The total length of the highway network maintained by our authority is 828 kilometres


b) The approximate length or percentage of this network that is included within precautionary or priority gritting routes.

Approximately 36 percent of this network (298km) is included within our precautionary or priority gritting routes.

Please note, our defined winter period is from 1st October to 30th April every year. To collate the data for your requested period would exceed the cost limit prescribed in the Freedom of Information Act.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
