Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.
Is it the council’s stance that all bids for council work will not be made public? 
In your previous request you asked for the bid documents and specifications for the project. In response to this the Council provided all the reports/requirements/ works carried out prior to the commencement of the project and information relating to the many agencies involved.  
You also asked; 
I am also requesting a copy of the submitted bids to install the new ramp? 

The Council’s response did explain that this information could not be released under the Act as exemptions applied, this isn’t a ‘stance’ but the law.  
An actionable breach of confidentiality (which disclosing information submitted for a tendering process where the expectation of parties involved would be that such information is not shared with the wider world, but used solely to evaluate a tender and award contracts, would be) would result in legal action against the Council, as releasing the bid of a commercial company would cause harm to a legitimate economic interest of that company by revealing its competitive bid to its rivals, and would affect its intellectual property rights.

Who is responsible for allotting the work to the contractors?  Is it the elected council officers or is it employees within the appropriate department?  I have no wish to know which companies bid on the project just the numbers involved and to see if the project was awarded to the lowest bidder and if not why not.
Officers within the appropriate client department and the corporate procurement team are responsible for the awarding of the contract – not Elected Members. 
The Council followed a compliant procurement process. One bid was received, assessed and the contract subsequently awarded to this contractor. Assessment involved undertaking a cost benchmarking and analysis exercise to ensure the Council received value for money as well as evaluating against the Invitation To Tender (ITT) and specification to ensure delivery. 

It is in the councils interest to show, by some means, that it is being open and clear as to how it awards council work and that money is being spent correctly.  If you look at the comments regarding the work in question you will see that there are many questions being asked as to the  apparent high cost of the contract and insinuations that there was some irregularities in awarding the contract.  I would like to see some proof that the contact was awarded fairly.  Secrecy with public money will always rightfully be looked upon with suspicion.
The Council was entirely open and clear and published the cost of the project, and the Council regularly publishes all spending over £500 as part of its adherence to Local Government transparency requirements.  
The Council also explained that the cost in this case was a total, not just the construction costs but included all project costs including: feasibility work, planning fees, design and engineering fees, ground investigations, ecology surveys and costs, all professional fees including project and contract management.

This information is contained in the tender documents and specifications previously sent to you.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
