FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Scope of request

Please provide copies of any recorded information held by Leicester City Council which evidences, records, confirms, transfers, extinguishes, or otherwise relates to the Council’s legal or beneficial ownership of the land identified below, from 1 January 1970 to the present day, including confirmation where ownership ceased.

This request includes (but is not limited to):

•⁠  ⁠Deeds, conveyances, transfers, conveyance schedules, and acquisition or disposal documentation •⁠  ⁠Title records, land terriers, asset registers, property registers, or highways land records •⁠  ⁠Legal agreements or internal memoranda confirming ownership or disposal •⁠  ⁠Plans, boundary plans, or schedules attached to any ownership documentation •⁠  ⁠Any correspondence or internal records evidencing decisions relating to acquisition, retention, disposal, or transfer of the land

Land identification

The land has been described in Council and planning records under various names, including:

•⁠  ⁠Land of the former 341 and 343 Catherine Street, Leicester •⁠  ⁠Land adjacent to 345B Catherine Street, Leicester •⁠  ⁠Land between 345B and 339 Catherine Street, Leicester •⁠  ⁠Site of the former Capewell Works, Catherine Street

For the avoidance of doubt, the land is the parcel outlined in red on Plan No. 15304/77/1, submitted in support of planning application reference 7710685, which records Leicester City Council as owner as at 12 July 1977.

Departments to be searched

Given the age and nature of the land, please ensure that searches include records held by (or inherited from):

•⁠  ⁠Legal Services

•⁠  ⁠Estates / Property Services

•⁠  ⁠Highways (including any historic highways land or adopted highway records) •⁠  ⁠Planning and Building Control •⁠  ⁠Any archived or legacy record systems held on the Council’s behalf

Clarifications to reduce exemptions

•⁠  ⁠This request concerns land ownership, which is an inherently public function and is not personal data for the purposes of section 40 FOIA.

•⁠  ⁠Any commercially sensitive information is likely to be historic; where section 43 is considered, please apply the public interest test and disclose any non-sensitive factual ownership information.

•⁠  ⁠Where information is held in mixed documents, please redact only exempt material and disclose the remainder in accordance with section 1 FOIA.

Unregistered land

I note that HM Land Registry holds no registered title for this land. Accordingly, this request is limited to information actually held by the Council, whether in active or archived form.

Partial disclosure and advice

If you consider that any part of this request is exempt, please:

1.⁠ ⁠Identify the specific exemption relied upon 2.⁠ ⁠Explain why it applies 3.⁠ ⁠Provide all reasonably severable non-exempt information

If compliance would exceed the appropriate cost limit under section 12 FOIA, please provide advice and assistance under section 16 FOIA as to how the request may be refined, including which specific elements cause the difficulty.

I look forward to your response within the statutory 20 working day timeframe.

Response: 
The Council holds some information. 

According to our records we have never owned 341 and 343 Catherine Street.  The Capewell Works (land adjacent/rear of 345b Catherine Street) was in LCC ownership and sold in two parts; one in 1953 and the second 1969.
The unregistered land between 345b and 341/343 Catherine Street has never been owned by Leicester City Council.

In relation to highways, please find attached a plan taken from our mapping showing - coloured blue - highway maintainable at public expense. The council cannot and does not guarantee the accuracy of the plan. The plan is indicative only and cannot be used to establish the extent of the highway or whether the highway abuts adjoining land.

Our list of streets as required under the Highways Act 1980 is shown on the FindMyStreet website hosted by GeoPlace. 

Map - FindMyStreet
Prior to the use of the website the list of streets was published as a stand-alone document. Copies of the relevant pages from the editions published since January 1970 are attached.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
