FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. The number of planning applications approved by Leicester City Council in the last 5 years, where the officer’s report noted that the proposal breached or did not comply with the “45-degree guideline” (daylight/sunlight assessment) in particular to semi detached property. 
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We do not hold the information requested in a reportable format; this data isn’t collated. Staff would be required to manually retrieve and review all relevant reports. As we receive around 2,000 applications a year, this request far exceeds the appropriate limit.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

All applications are published and searchable via the following link:
Find and comment on planning applications
2. If available, a list of the planning application reference numbers where such breaches were noted and approved. 
Please see the response to question 1 above.

3. Any internal policy or guidance documents used by planning officers that explain circumstances under which a breach of the 45-degree rule may still be considered acceptable. 

The advice we refer to with regard to the 45 degree rule is contained within the Supplementary Planning Guide for Residential Amenity: residential-amenity-spd-february-2008.pdf 

Rear Extensions

A single storey rear extension on or close to the boundary of an adjoining house will in most cases be acceptable if up to 3 metres  deep. On a detached house a single storey rear extension deeper than 3 metres may be acceptable. This is subject to the consideration of the 45 degree guidelines below and provided the extension does not appear unduly dominant when viewed from adjoining properties. 

On terraced houses with small yards or gardens, rear extensions, which are bigger than the permitted development limits specified in the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development Order 1995 are unlikely to be acceptable. 

The following 45º rules are intended to prevent undue loss of day light to neighbouring properties, to avoid excessive overshadowing of gardens, and preserve a reasonable standard of outlook:

a) A single storey rear extension deeper than 3m on or close to the boundary should not go beyond a line taken at 45º from the centre of the ground floor window of any principal room in an adjoining property.

b) A two storey rear extension on or close to the boundary should not go beyond a line taken at 45º from the nearest point of the ground floor window of any principal room in an adjoining property. 

Odd wedge shaped extensions designed to comply with this rule are unlikely to be acceptable.

• Sunlight. An extension must not cause any significant loss of sunlight to principal rooms and gardens of neighbouring properties.
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Sunlight should be considered, even where extensions comply with the 45º rule, as this can depend on orientation, house layouts, changes in level between and position of adjoining properties.

These guidelines are general rules. The Council will consider each case separately when assessing the effects of an extension.

We do not have any policy/guidelines that explain where a breach of the 45 degree rule will be acceptable.  Each application is dealt with on its own merits.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
