FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
These questions specifically pertain to your local welfare assistance/provision (LWA) scheme. 
By LWA scheme, we mean a discretionary service which:
• provides grants to your residents when facing a crisis (these grants may take the form of cash, vouchers or the item itself, e.g. a cooker); 
• has a claims process via which a member of the public can apply for support, that is, they are not targeted at specific cohorts. 

Please do not include information about the Household Support Fund (HSF) unless you used HSF funds for your local welfare assistance scheme.

You have told us in a previous FOI response that you do not deliver a scheme, however if you did have a scheme operating in 2022/23 please answer all the questions below for the period 1st April 2022 – 31st March 2023. 

We have operated a LWP (The Community Support Grant) scheme since April 2013.


1. What was the total spend on your scheme in 2022/23?
£261,075


2. How many applications did you receive to this scheme in 2022/23?
1,233


3. How many applications were successful in 2022/23?
825


4. How much was spent on the provision of furniture, white goods and furnishings (including flooring and window coverings) in 2022/23? This includes cash, vouchers and the provision of the item itself. 
£202,604


(a) What percentage was: 
• Cash




• Vouchers




• Provision of the item itself

• Cash - 0%

• Vouchers 17.78%

• Provision of the item itself 82.22%

5. Please tick (or otherwise indicate) which furniture/appliance types you provide and tell us whether these are new or preloved (e.g. Y/N, New/Preloved): 
• Cooker 
• Fridge
• Freezer
• Fridge Freezer
• Washing Machine
• Sofa
• Bed
• Wardrobe
• Chest of Drawers
• Table and Chairs
• Flooring (Carpets or Lino)
• Window coverings (curtains or blinds)
	Item
	Provided?
	New/Preloved?

	Cooker
	Y
	Both

	Fridge
	Y
	Both

	Freezer
	N
	N/A

	Fridge Freezer
	Y
	Both

	Washing Machine
	Y
	Both

	Sofa
	Y
	Both

	Bed
	Y
	Both

	Wardrobe
	Y
	Both

	Chest of Drawers
	Y
	Both

	Table & Chairs
	Y
	Both

	Flooring (Carpets or Lino)
	N
	N/A

	Window covering (curtains or blinds)
	N
	N/A



6. Do you replace broken appliances or furniture items?
No

 
7. Can social housing tenants apply to the fund for support provided they meet the general application criteria? 
No, referrals are made through professionals only.

8. What proportion of any furniture, appliances and furnishing spend went to social housing tenants?
94%

9. What percentage of your 2022/23 spend was funded by your core spending power (as opposed to additional Govt. funding provided via Section 31 grants, such as the Household Support Fund)
100%

a) If your scheme was not 100% core funded, how is the remaining budget funded? 
Not applicable.


10. What is your budget for 2023/24?
£392,000


11. What percentage of your 2023/24 budget is funded by your core spending power?
76.5%

If this budget is not 100% core funded, how is the remaining budget funded?
Household Support Fund.

These questions specifically pertain to the funding allocated to English Local Authorities as part of the UK Household Support Fund from 1st April 2022 – 31st March 2023. 

There have been four tranches of the Household Support Fund so far, we are referring to the second and third tranches. The second tranche ran from April 1st – September 30th 2022. The third tranche ran from 1st October 2022 - 31st March 2023.

We believe you were awarded £3.4m in tranche two and £3.4m in tranche three of the HSF. Please answer the following questions with separate answers for tranche two and for tranche three.

1. Please provide us with a copy of the management information return you were required to provide to the DWP for both tranche 2 and tranche 3 of the Household Support Fund. 
This letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is accessible by other means, and is already in the public domain.

Tranche 2 of the Household Support Fund MI data is published here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/household-support-fund-2-management-information-1-april-to-30-september-2022/household-support-fund-2-management-information-for-1-april-to-30-september-2022 

Tranche 3 of the Household Support Fund MI data will be published on the above link in due course, therefore, this information is exempt as it is intended for future publication in line with S22 of the Act. This letter acts as S17 refusal notice in respect of this part of your request.


2. Please provide a separate breakdown of how tranche two and tranche three were spent respectively: 
(a) Targeted Grants






(b) Direct applications to the scheme




(c) Local Welfare Assistance Scheme 


 
(d) Voluntary and Community Sector Organisations

(e) Other

	
	HSF2
	HSF3

	Targeted Grants
	£1,762,542.39
	£821,689.51

	Direct Applications
	£1,239,263.55
	See MI return

	Local Welfare Assistance Scheme
	£0
	£0

	Voluntary & Community Sector Organisations
	£215,554
	See MI return

	Other (administration)
	£216,322.29
	See MI return


3. 
(a) If you accepted applications to this fund how many did you receive in tranche two and in tranche three?
	
	HSF2
	HSF3

	Applications received
	5,665
	9,260



(b) How many applications were successful in each tranche? 
	
	HSF2
	HSF3

	Applications received
	4,331
	5,513



(c) What were the eligibility requirements for applications, if any?

Please see the policy documents attached.

4. (Please answer question four for the financial year 2022/23, without splitting the information into tranche two and three)

(a) Excluding funding given to local welfare schemes or third-party organisations, how much of the HSF did you spend on helping people with furniture and appliances?
£280,847

(b) If you did help people with furniture please tick/mark the boxes below to show which furniture/appliance types you provide and whether these are new or preloved: 

See our policies for each period.


Cooker 
New Preloved/second hand
Cooker 
Fridge 
Freezer 
Fridge Freezer 
Washing Machine 
Sofa 
Bed 
Wardrobe 
Chest of drawers 
Table and chairs 
Flooring – carpets or lino 
Window coverings – curtains or blinds

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
