FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Can you tell how many times, in each of the last five calendar years up to the date of this request, has the local authority sought a warrant to enter a tenant’s home after they have been unable to contact them?

Nil.
For each of those cases, how long had passed without contact with the tenant before the warrant was sought?
Not applicable.

For warrants that were served, how many resulted in the discovery of a deceased tenant or tenants inside the property?

Not applicable.
To clarify, there are certain limited circumstances in which the council might seek a warrant of entry to premises by application to the Magistrates’ Court. 

We might raise a warrant for possession of a council property, having first obtained a possession order, and, if necessary, enforce that order due to non-payment of rent  as a last resort due to rent arrears accrual.

The council does not, and cannot, obtain a warrant because it is unable to contact a tenant.  If there are concerns about the wellbeing of a particular tenant, the Housing Services Division may ask the police to undertake a welfare check.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
