Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: gender-specialist services
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. Definition 
Gender-specialist services: Services which are designed specifically around the gendered needs of an individual. Gender-specialist services for girls primarily refer to specialist, community-based services led ‘by and for’ women and girls only. In some circumstances, services which offer services for both boys and girls might be included, so long as the distinct service they provide for girls is led by and for women and girls only. 
Girls and young women: We refer to girls aged 14-24 years old. We recognise that some services for girls and young women might be available to a larger or different age bracket, so please do include these in your responses. 

2. FOI questions 
Q1. Does your local authority fund any specific programmes or gender-specialist services for girls and young women (aged 14 to 24)? This refers to all statutory and non-statutory services (Y/N). 
Answer:

No 

To note: The Youth Service has a dedicated girls group but this is not separately funded and is part of the youth offer. 

Q1a. If yes to Q1, please include details (name of service and short description) of the services funded. 
N/A

Q1b. If yes to Q1, do you provide any specialist support for girls and young women who are Black and minoritised? (Name of service and short description of the support that they provide) 

N/A

Q2. Does your Local Safeguarding Children Partnership include representation from any organisations providing gender-specialist services for girls and young women? (Y/N)
No
Q2a. If yes to Q2, please include details of the gender-specialist services involved in this partnership. (Name and address of service) 

N/A

Q3. Does the Integrated Care System in your local authority have a plan for supporting Children and Young People's Mental Health? (Y/N) 
Yes
Q3a. If yes to Q3, please include a link to the plan here, or attach the document in your reply.
Collaborative-CYP-FIM-Plan-Refresh-2021.pdf (netdna-ssl.com) 
There’s also the chapter of the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) on children and young people’s mental health cyp-jsna-chapter-six-mental-health.pdf (leicester.gov.uk) and Mental health of children and young people (leicester.gov.uk).  
Full JSNA available here Children and young people's JSNA (leicester.gov.uk)
The Health and Wellbeing’s delivery plan which was recently refreshed, following public consultation (which closed in Jan 2022) has Mental Health as a priority.  The Leicester health, care and wellbeing delivery plan has been designed to improve future health outcomes of the people of Leicester. It sets out high-level priorities that local health and care organisations will work together on over the coming years.

The healthy minds priority of the plan: • Increase access for children and young people to mental health and emotional wellbeing services • Make sure that access to local mental health services for adults gets better • Reduce the numbers of older people and adults that feel lonely • Work towards having no deaths from suicide in the city

Strategy is here:

https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/185984/joint-health-and-wellbeing-strategy-2019-2024.pdf
Q3b. If yes to Q3, does your Integrated Care System's plan for Children and Young People's Mental Health include specific references to 'girls' and/or 'young women'? Please include detail if answered Yes. (Y/N) 
No
Q3c. If yes to Q3b, does your Integrated Care System's plan for Children and Young People's Mental Health include commitments to specific provision for girls and young women, such as funding and commissioning of gender-specific services? (Y/N) 
No
Q4. Does your local authority have a local strategy for Children and Young People? (Y/N)
No
Q4a. If yes to Q4, please include a link to the strategy here, or attach a document in your reply. 
N/A

Q4b. If yes to Q4, does your strategy for Children and Young People include specific reference to the needs of 'girls' and/or 'young women'? (Y/N). 
N/A
Q4c. If yes to Q4, does your strategy for Children and Young People include commitments to specific provision or priorities for girls and young women, such as funding and commissioning of gender-specialist services? (Y/N) 
N/A
Q5. Do you have an up-to-date assessment of the needs of children and young people (aged 14-24) in your area and the services they want and need? (Y/N) 
No

Q5a. If yes to Q5, please include the link here or attach the document to your reply. 

N/A

Q5b. If yes to Q5, does your local authority’s assessment include specific reference to the needs of ‘girls’ and/or ‘young women’? (Y/N) 
N/A
Q5c. If yes to Q5, does your local authority needs’ assessment include specific reference to the needs of Black and minoritised ‘'girls' and/or 'young women'? (Y/N) 
N/A

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
