Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: council homes
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

How many council homes are currently owned by your local housing services?
Answer:

As of 26th February 2024, the number of dwellings owned by the local authority is 19,609.

How many council homes owned by your local housing services are occupied?
As of 26th February 2024, the number of occupied dwellings is 19,081.

 

How many council homes owned by your local housing services are not occupied? 

As of 26th February 2024, the number of dwellings which are unoccupied (void) is 528. Of the 528, there are 366 properties that are classed as genuine void properties awaiting remedial works, or currently being worked on in readiness for the incoming tenants. 
There are 79 properties that have been acquired from the open market to increase our stock levels. There are 23 properties that are being used or held to provide emergency accommodation and 8 properties that are similarly held by our social care team for supported living where the need arises. There are 10 properties that are undergoing substantial renovation works, such as structural improvements that sit outside of the standard void process. Finally, there are 42 properties that are awaiting the incoming tenant.

What is the average length of time your council homes are unoccupied for?
Between 01/04/2023 to 26/02/2024 the average length of time our council homes have been empty is 134 working days across the 801 properties.

What is the longest amount of time a currently unoccupied council home has been unoccupied for?
Of those properties which are currently void, the oldest has been void since 30th March 2020 (1,418 days). However, this and a number of other properties are used for other purposes such as emergency decants where tenants are affected by floods, fire etc on a temporary basis or for office / facilities for major contract work.

A better measure would be the voids we are currently working on, there are 366 live void properties that would be let on a permanent basis and not used for any other purpose, the oldest being 343 days old 13/03/2023 (this property has been delayed due to drainage issues). However, the average days across all current void properties we are working on is less than 100 days.
What reasons are given for why your council homes are not occupied?
Essentially properties are not occupied because the previous tenant has moved out and the address is in the process of being prepared / repaired for a new tenant to move in, ensuring they all meet the decent home standard. There are many factors in this such as the condition of the property, properties found to have asbestos, woodworm, structural issues and those requiring major work such as new kitchens, bathrooms, full central heating, re-wires or a combination of these.   
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
