Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Unregulated Children’s Placements
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am requesting the following information regarding children and young people placed by the Local Authority in unregulated accommodation (i.e. any setting not registered with Ofsted as a children’s home or supported accommodation provider):
1. Number of unregulated placements within the last 12 months.
(Please specify the reporting period used.)
Answer:
	November 2024 – November 2025
	No. of young people 

	Unregulated Children Homes 
	12

	Unregulated Supported Accommodation 
	11


2. Number of unregulated placements currently in use as of the date of this request.
	As of November 2025
	No. of young people 

	Unregulated Children Homes 
	5

	Unregulated Supported Accommodation 
	2


3. Types of accommodation used for unregulated placements in the last 12 months
(e.g., council-owned properties, temporary accommodation, holiday lets, hotels, caravans, Airbnbs, properties awaiting Ofsted registration, or any other categories you use).
· Unregulated Supported Accommodation – providers awaiting Ofsted registration 

· Properties awaiting Ofsted registration 

· Temporary accommodation 

4. Staffing agencies and/or service providers used to support or staff unregulated placements in the last 12 months.
· Staffing in the placements have been provided by the provider – no agency staff. 

5. Total cost to the Local Authority for unregulated placements within the last 12 months.

Current spend in 2025-26 = £ 1,841,143.22

· If held, please also provide average hourly staffing rates (or rate ranges) for these placements. This is information not held by the Council.
If specific provider rates are considered commercially sensitive, an anonymised average or range will be sufficient.

6. Please provide the job title (not the name) of the person or role responsible for authorising unregulated placements within the Local Authority.
Service Manager for Placements & Commissioning

· If held, please also provide a brief outline of the approval or decision-making process for authorising such placements.

On an operational basis, unregulated placements are authorised by the Service Manager for Placements & Commissioning. The Director of Children’s Service is provided with a regular update on all placements made and ended & he signs these off. 
We also have a dedicated monitoring group comprising of the Head of Service for Social Work, the Service Manager & Team Manager for Placements & Commissioning and the Service Manager for Fostering & Adoption which meets monthly to oversee the care plans of young people placed in unregulated placements and how we move them on to OFSTED regulated placements. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
