Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Newarke Street Car Park, Leicester
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Could the term commencement and end of this agreement be clarified? 

Also can you confirm when this policy came into place?

If unable to answer please deem this a formal request under FOI and disclose a copy of the agreement.

Answer:

Please see attached copy of the lease for details.  
Some information is withheld as Section 43 -Commercial Interests apply.  
Section 43(2) provides an exemption from disclosure where to release information would or would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any party (including the Public Authority holding it). 
Disclosure of the requested information could prejudice pending or future negotiations the Council may be subject to.
This is a qualified exemption under the FOI Act which means that consideration must also be given to whether in all the circumstances of the case the public interest favouring disclosure is greater than the public interest in maintaining the exemption. The public interest means what is in the best interests of the public not what is of interest to the public. 

Public interest test considerations 
We have considered whether the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. There are a number of public interest arguments that weigh in favour of disclosing the information you have sought: 
• The general proposition of maximising openness that the FOIA and the Council aspire to; 
• The benefits of ensuring transparent and accountable government by disclosing how the Council receives and spends public money; 
However, there are also public interest arguments against disclosure: 
• Releasing the requested information could prejudice the Council’s current or future negotiation capabilities. 
The public interest in withholding the requested information outweighs the public interest in disclosure of the requested information. 

Also, some details of individuals have been withheld as they are personal data and not for disclosure to the wider world, which is how any such disclosure must be viewed.  

The Council considers that this information is exempt from release under Section 40(2) (personal data) and this letter therefore constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

The Council judges that disclosure of this information to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1-fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified, legitimate & explicit purposes.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
