Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Kenyon excavation archives
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

Kathleen Kenyon lead the excavation between 1936 & 1939 on Jewry walls Basilica & forum. I would like documents, photos, notes and rough copies held please.
Answer:
The council has considered your request and estimates that to provide the information would exceed the cost limit prescribed in the Freedom of Information Act. 
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, along with locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The information requested is held in the museum archive. There is a considerable quantity of archival material in relation to the Kenyan excavation.

Photographic material held is also held in the image library maintained by the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland (see: "Jewry Wall" - Image Leicestershire & "Kathleen Kenyon" - Image Leicestershire). The Record Office also has two postcards of the 1936 field season excavation (Search Results (leics.gov.uk)) and two of Kathleen Kenyon (Box 2 of ref: DE3736 - Search Results (leics.gov.uk)).

Attached is the Historic Environment Record for Jewry Wall. Kenyon’s 1948 publication report of her excavations can be downloaded from: Excavations at the Jewry Wall Site, Leicester (archaeologydataservice.ac.uk). This provides a detailed account of the fieldwork, analysis, interpretation, specialists’ reports and excavation plans and sections.

There are thousands of pages in the three paper archive boxes held in the museum:
Archive Box 1

· Seven excavation notebooks relating to Jewry Wall (JW) and Raw Dykes from 1936-1939 (in a fragile state)

· Two photo albums from the Jewry Wall excavation, the first has fifteen photos missing (see below)


Archive Box 2

· Box of object index files

· Thirteen mounted images of JW (seem to be dated 1936-1939 – could be from above)

· JW site and museum photos (three folders, some copies and post 1939 – loose photos could be from above)

· Pottery illustrations 

· JW Site – Small Finds Lists

· JW Excavation Records I

· JW Excavation Records II

· The Illustrated London News – February 13, 1937 (JW featured on pages 254-256)

· Site interpretations

· JW ‘photogravure print’ c. 1914 from St. Nicholas Churchyard

· Newspaper cuttings

· Old Site Guides

· JW Site – Reviews of report and digest of arguments

· Carboard folders of correspondence, dating:

· File 1, 1936

· File 2, 1937

· File 3, 1938

· File 4, 1939

· File 5, 1940

· File 6, Undated

Archive Box 3

· JW Excavations 1936-1939 – typescript of report with some illustrations

· Images of the site pre-1939

· Everything else seems post 1939 and to/from museum staff

The Council has duly determined that to collate the information requested would exceed the limit specified above. This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

To assist you, we can arrange access for you to view this material by making prior arrangement with the museums.  Please email museums@leicester.gov.uk to organise an appointment if you would like to explore seeing the archives.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

