FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Answer: The Council holds the information requested.
1. What percentage of households currently receive any form of Council Tax discount in the 2025/26 financial year?
Please include all discount types (e.g. single person discount, low income-based reductions, disability-related discounts, student exemptions, etc.).
Please see attached spreadsheet.

2. What percentage of households received Council Tax discounts in the 2024/25 financial year?
Please see attached spreadsheet.

3. Have any Council Tax discounts or exemptions been reduced, removed, or otherwise changed in 2025/26 compared to 2024/25?
Yes
If so:

· Please specify the types of changes made (e.g. eligibility rules, discount rates, categories affected).

· The effective date(s) of these changes.
· Introduction of the second homes premium. 

· Removal of 100% discount applied to empty and unfurnished properties when they first become vacant.

· Information for both changes can be found here Empty properties
Amendment to the council tax support scheme. Details of the scheme can be found here Council tax support . 

· The effective date of all the changes is 1st April 2025.
4. Of the households that received any Council Tax discount in 2024/25, how many (and what percentage) are receiving a reduced discount or no discount in 2025/26?
If possible, please provide this by discount type (e.g. single person, low income, disability-related, etc.).
This is not a static picture, and the overall difference can be found from questions 1 and 2.
5. If available, please provide any impact assessments, internal reports, consultation documents, or equality impact assessments related to these changes.
This information can be found here (Public Pack)Agenda Document for Council, 19/02/2025 17:00 (appendices 6 and 6A from page 166 to 188)

The Council report relating to changes to the council tax support scheme can be found here Agenda for Council on Thursday, 16 January 2025, 5:00 pm (Item 7b).

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
