Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004

Re: reduced parking fees 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.
You asked:
· Did the council introduce free or reduced car parking during the pandemic (i.e. since March 2020)? If so, please provide a brief summary of the fee reduction (location, extent of price reduction, whether scheme was for key workers or all motorists, etc). If more than one scheme was introduced please detail each one.

Answer:

Coronavirus (COVID-19): health, care and volunteer workers parking pass and concessions
Leicester City Council followed guidance provided by the Local Government Secretary on 25th March 2020 and introduced free parking for NHS, Health & Social Care Workers.

Council car parks, on-street pay and display, residents and limited wait parking bays were included in this arrangement.

The government provided relevant employers with parking permits for their staff, Leicester City Council accepted validity of these permits. The council also introduced a further Covid parking permit in conjunction with the local NHS which allowed for parking in specific streets or car parks during operational hours. 

These arrangements remain until 21st June 2021, the national scheme guidance to councils has since ended and a note explaining this has been added to the Government website. 

All Motorists 

The council allowed motorists to park for free from 24th March 2020. There was a phased return to charging and enforcement between 7th July 2020 and 10th August 2020.  

· For each scheme, what date did the reduced parking fees scheme come into effect and on what date did it expire/ was it due to expire?
Coronavirus (COVID-19): health, care and volunteer workers parking pass and concessions
Parking for NHS, Health and Social Care Staff commenced on 25th March 2020 and ends in Leicester on 21st June 2021. 

All Motorists 

Free parking and reduced enforcement impacting all motorists commenced on 24th March 2020. There was a phased return to charging and enforcement between 7th July 2020 and 10th August 2020.  

· For each scheme, has the scheme been extended beyond the duration that was initially announced? If so, until what date? 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): health, care and volunteer workers parking pass and concessions
Parking for NHS, Health and Social Care Staff was not presented with an end date, as such 21st June 2021 will be the first and only end date of this scheme. 

All Motorists 

The council did not extend the relaxation of enforcement or free parking offered to all motorists it continued between 24th March 2020 and all charges were reinstated by 10th August 2020. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
