FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I am writing to request the following information regarding funerals arranged by the Council under Section 46 Public Health Act 1984 (England and Wales) and Section 87 of the Burial and Cremation Act 2002 (Scotland).

1.
How many such funerals has the Council arranged since 18 December 2024?
20.

2.
In each case please disclose:

a) The name and last residential address of the deceased

b) The deceased’s dates of birth and death

c) Whether the deceased’s next of kin/family members have been traced

d) Whether the deceased’s estate has been referred to the Government Legal Department or elsewhere

The information requested is exempt from release under FOIA Section 31(1)(a) - Law enforcement, where disclosure would, or would likely to prejudice the prevention or detection of crime.
In the Information Commissioner’s Office decision notice dated 14th October 2015 (FS50584670), The Commissioner considers that there is a strong public interest inherent in section 31(1)(a), which in this case is avoiding prejudice to crime prevention. The Commissioner’s Office also considers that there is a strong public interest in preventing the impact of crime on individuals, for example, relatives of a deceased person who are financially affected if an estate which has been stolen from or who would suffer damage and distress as a result of fraud being committed using the deceased’s details.

Disclosing the full name and address of the deceased will lead to living relatives being identified; either by people who know the deceased or by someone making further enquiries (such as a search of the Electoral Register). This might identify the spouse, partner or other relative who may (or may not) still reside in the property. 

Therefore, Section 40(2) of the Act has been applied to protect the personal information of living relatives.

The Commissioner considers that there are other mechanisms in place for the administration of estates of persons who die intestate and without a known next-of-kin. 

One such mechanism is provided by the Bona Vacantia Division of the Government Legal Department. Some information may be available to you on this website under s21 of the act – information accessible elsewhere, please click on the following link: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/unclaimed-estates-list )

3.
Has the Council passed this information to any other individual or organisation (either formally through a FOI request or by other means)?
No.

4.
Does the Council work with any genealogist? If so, which?
No, not applicable.

5.
Does the Council publish a list of Public Health Funerals it has arranged? If so:

a) Where is the list published (please provide web url if on-line)?

b) How often is the list updated?

c) When was the list last updated?

No, therefore, not applicable.

6.
Who in the Council is responsible for the Council’s Public Health Funerals? Please advise us of their names and contact details.

Rachel Hall, Head of Regulatory Services. Rachel.Hall@leicester.gov.uk
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
