Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Clean Air Zone and Low Emission Zone (CAZ/LEZ)
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

I am a PhD student at the School of Informatics of the University of Edinburgh researching the effects of the CAZ/LEZ throughout the UK.

I am requesting the online survey results conducted during the consultation period between February and Spring 2020 on the Local Air Quality Plan and cited in these reports:
- 2020 Air Quality Annual Status Report (https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/1vepbo1b/air-quality-annual-status-report-2020.pdf)

In particular, I would like anonymized responses to the open ended questions in the consultation questionnaire to better understand the policy levers identified by citizens. I'm interested in Leicester specifically because the city has chosen not to implement a CAZ.

In addition, I would like any data pre and post CAZ/LEZ implementation on traffic and air quality where monitored in the city. My goal is to fuse the text information and the quantitative information to better understand the effects of urban planning policy like the CAZ/LEZ.

Answer:

We have looked through the 2020 Air Quality Annual Status Report cited in the request and are unable to find reference to an online survey collected during the noted consultation period for a CAZ/LEZ. We have also looked at the Council's consultation hub (Find activities - Leicester City Council - Citizen Space) and are unable to find any reference to a consultation on CAZ/LEZ in the city.

 

As noted, the city chose not to implement a CAZ, therefore there is no data pre and post CAZ/LEZ implementation that can be given at this time as requested.  This letter therefore, acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
 

In relation to a CAZ, Leicester City Council has the following stance which may be of use:
 

The Council did consider the benefits of introducing an Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) as part of our previous Air Quality Action Plan that was developed in 2015. At the time, officers undertook extensive monitoring and found that we would likely achieve the national targets and guidelines without the intervention and so this was not pursued.

We are pleased to say that the Council is compliant with all national air quality objectives and has been since 2022, as the study predicted, therefore there are currently no plans to implement a ULEZ or LEZ/CAZ in the future.

 

We do, however, recognise that we must always work to improve the quality of the city's air - we recently published a new Air Quality Action Plan (2025-2030), which sets out how we intend to continue to improve air quality in Leicester. This plan may be found on our website, here: Air quality.
 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
