Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: school places
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

I would like to request the following information as an FOI request regarding Labour's proposal to introduce a 20% VAT on private school fees:
· How many school places are currently available in all state schools within your boundaries today, by year group?  Please complete the attached table.

Answer:

Please see attached table with availability as on 05 January. This data changes on a daily basis.

· How many students do you anticipate moving from private schools to state schools within your boundaries if Labour's proposal to introduce a 20% VAT on private school fees takes effect from September 2024?  

The Council does not hold this information.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

· What preparations will you have in place (from September 2024) to accommodate these students?
This is not included within our pupil forecasts and we hold no data regarding the proposal and as such the Council is advising you of this as required by Section 1.1 of the Act.
· For SEND students moving from private to state schools because of the VAT proposal, what steps will you take to ensure that they receive at least the same level of support they received in their private school by September 2024?  

The local authority has a duty to provide a suitable education for all pupils including pupils with SEND. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
