FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Please provide the following details for the period October 2024 to October 2025.

1.Number of unregulated placements - How many children's social care placements were made in accommodation or provisions that are not registered with OFSTED during this period
15 Unregulated placements made between October 2024 and October 2025. 

2. Total expenditure - What was the total cost incurred by the council for these unregulated placements during the same period?
October 2024 – October 2025 spend = £2,766,574.72

3. Number of providers - How many different providers were used to procure these unregulated placements?
7 providers were used during this time. 

4. Frameworks and due diligence processes - Please provide the names of any frameworks and/or describe the due diligence processes used to assess or procure these providers. 

We do not have any frameworks in place. When an unregulated placement is required, this is last resort due to an absence of a regulated placement.  The decision is made by senior managers – currently we only use 3 providers when placing in unregulated children’s homes (crisis placements).  We have completed full checks on these providers, reviewed all documents, gained references and visited the providers. We complete a notification to OFSTED.  We complete a risk assessment with the social care team which considers where we have placed and why.  We have unregulated placement guidance which specifies regular visits to the placements until the first LAC review.  We continuously look for regulated placements in the hope of moving the young person to a more permanent placement. Directors are regularly kept up to date with the progress of the young people in unregulated placements and reviewed via a monthly meeting with head of service.   

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
