Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004
Re: children’s continence
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.
You asked:

To assess the current situation for children’s continence (bladder and bowel services) in the United Kingdom, please would you answer the following questions:
1) Does your local authority provide a dedicated children’s continence clinic? (Yes/No) 
If you answered no, please go to question 7.
Answer:

No, the Council do not provide a dedicated children’s continence clinic.

As part of the key contacts between the service and children and families, the provider does have a responsibility to identify additional needs and plays a key role in early identification and support to families in this case. Below highlights this, but the important thing to stress here is that this is only within the scope of “whilst providing first line interventions” (i.e. as part of their commissioned work) – continence is cited as an example of additional needs, and below explains the scope of the role here:


“The provider will ensure appropriate time limited (no more than 12 weeks support) early intervention and support to children, young people and families experiencing issues with continence. The provider will offer advice, information and awareness raising on nocturnal enuresis, idiopathic constipation and toilet training problems whilst providing first line interventions as appropriate which promote ‘healthy bladder and bowels’. If problems continue the Provider will refer to specialist continence nurses and health clinics for further assessment and treatment”.

As suggested above however, the HCP is not expected to provide a specialist continence service– the role is very much re identification of needs, early Information Advice and Guidance and support following by referral to specialist services if required. This is made clear below in the contract:

“The provider is NOT required to deliver: Paediatric continence services”.

2) Which of the following is covered by the dedicated continence clinic? 

a. Bedwetting (Yes/No)


If yes, for ages __ to __

b. Daytime wetting (Yes/No


If yes, for ages __ to __
c. Toilet training (Yes/No)


 If yes, for ages __ to __

d. Constipation/soiling (Yes/No)

 If yes, for ages __ to __

e. Product (nappy/pad/washable pants) supply for paediatric continence problems (Yes/No)



 If yes, for ages __ to __
3) Is the amount of time dedicated to service provision in this clinic:

a. Determined by the number of children and young people (from birth to 18 years) being referred to the clinic each week? (Yes/No)
b. Regulated in another manner? Please explain:
4) Is continence a listed responsibility provided by your local authority area for any of the following professions:

a. School nurses (Yes/No)
b. Health Visitors (Yes/No)
c. Other healthcare professionals (Yes/No) 
If Yes, please specify who: _____________
5) If you answered yes to any of the professions listed in question 4, could you please tell us:
a. How many children and young people with continence problems do each of these professionals have responsibility for? 
b. How many children and young people are on the waiting list for this service? 

c. How long has the person currently at the top of the list had to wait?
6)  

a. If you answered no to any of the professions listed in question 4 was there a decision taken to remove continence from the listed responsibilities of any of these professionals? (yes/no)

b. If yes, when did this happen? (please write the year)
Qs 2-6 Not Applicable

7) Do you have any future plans to:

a. Commission/provide a new paediatric continence service? (Yes/No)
No, the Council do not intend to commission a new paediatric continence service 

b. Review the existing paediatric continence service? (Yes/No)
Yes

c. If so, please provide details _______
It’s something that will be heavily discussed with partners as part of the S75 work to see how they can move and shape their services offer so it aligns as tightly as possible with the Public Health offer.

8)  

a. Are you aware of the Children’s Continence Commissioning Guide? (Yes/No)
Yes

b. If yes, do the services commissioned/provided by your LA use it? (Yes/No)
Yes

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
