FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information: 

With regard to the Public Sector Equality Duty, does your decision-making regarding the provision of food take into account the fact that veganism is a protected characteristic for the purpose of the Equality Act 2010? Yes/No 
Yes

How many vegan hot and cold meal options do you offer: 

In your own local authority canteen every day (if you have one)? 0, 1, 2, 3 or more. Please also express this as a proportion of the overall number of options offered.  
Not applicable, the Council does not have a canteen.

In external events catering (if applicable)? Eg: 0, 1, 2, 3 or more. 
Please also express this as a proportion of the overall number of options offered.  
Not applicable, the Council does not offer external events catering. 

Is a requirement for providing vegan hot and cold meal options included within the catering procurement contracts you issue for other catering provision for which you are responsible including schools, leisure centres, care homes, libraries, and any other public buildings?  Yes/No 

The Council does not have any catering contracts for this provision. Where catering is provided it is delivered via inhouse services. The Council’s City Catering Service delivers catering to those schools who wish to buy this service and vegan diets are catered for, and this is also the case for other provision such as in children’s care homes. 

Has your organisation taken any action to reduce meat and dairy consumption in order to meet environmental goals? 

·        If yes, please detail what actions have been taken, e.g. 100% or 50% plant-based food options offered. 
· The council has developed, and is implementing a Food Plan for the city, which aims to make Leicester “a healthy and sustainable food city”. The six ambitions of the plan include: “Transforming food procurement and catering” (ambition 5) and “Promoting sustainable food and addressing the climate emergency” (ambition 6). 

· There is an action in the current Food Plan Action Plan to develop a ‘good food procurement policy’

· In response to the ambitions in the current (and previous) Food Plans, the council’s in-house provider for schools catering – City Catering – has achieved the Soil Association’s Food for Life Served Here silver award. From a climate change perspective, the award has seasonal and local sourcing requirements, as well as points available for ethical sourcing and the introduction of pulses and vegetables to menus, although it doesn’t have any specific requirements to reduce meat and dairy

· The Sustainable Schools Team has delivered a Low Carbon Lunches project in 15 schools



·        If no, do you have ambitions to take action in this area, eg through setting meat reduction targets? Yes/no, if yes please detail what ambitions you have set out. 

Not applicable.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
